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It is perhaps, nnnecessary for the writer of the following pages to make 
any apology for putting in pamphlet form, the substance of the remarks made 
by him before the Committee, in support of the petition of Benedict Fenwick 
and others. He should not have done it, except at the request of the friends 
of the petitioners, who are desirous of giving to the public every possible in- 
formation, as to the nature and extent of their claims upon the favor of the 
Commonwealth. They are unwilling to consider the question settled by the 
vote of the present Legislature. 

The counsel for the petitioners has added, upon his own responsibility, the 
Notes to be found in the Appendix, in relation to some of the tenets of Roman 
Catholic faith. In the course of argimient they were unnoticed, because the 
petitioners wished to place their case above all sectarian prejudices, believing 
that the good or bad tendencies of their religious doctrines had nothing to do 
with the merits or demerits of their claims upon the justice and charity of the 
Commonwealth. Their counsel considered the questions involved, of a differ- 
ent and far higher nature, and as intimately connected with the very ground- 
work of the constitution. This, however, has been viewed differently by 
some, and the remarks added by way of note, are merely intended to furnish 
information and to correct some glaring errors of statement among those, who 
oppose making a grant to these petitioners upon the ground that they are CaJth- 
olics. As a Protestant, the author would deeply regret having the questions 
raised by the petition, settled upon any of the religious or sectarian grounds 
which have been assumed ; in which regret, he believes he is joined by the 
liberal and enlightened members of every religious denomination. 



ARGUMENT. 



Gentlemen : 

I APPEAR before you to advocate the claims of Bene- 
dict Fenwick and others, as set forth in their petition refer- 
red to. you. The persons chiefly interested in this petition 
are the nuns composing the Ursuline Community, late living 
upon Mount Benedict in Charlestown. Benedick Fenwick's 
name stands upon the petition as a mere trustee of the prop- 
erty that was destroyed there. He has no legal interest in 
the result, except as trustee, although he feels a deep personal 
interest in its fate, springing from his connexion with that in- 
stitution, as its religious pastor. There are also upon the pe- 
tition, the names of several of the parents, whose children 
were under the charge of the community, when it was des- 
troyed, their effects were also destroyed. In addressing you 
upon this petition, however, I shall consider it as that of the 
Ursuline Community alone, — the claims of all, however, stand 
on the same ground, and are equaUy entitled to your consid- 
eration. The first inquiry that naturally presents itself is, who 
are these petitioners ? 

The Ursuline Community is a religious association of 
Catholic nuns, who have taken upon themselves certain reli- 
gious vows and have assumed certain religious and charitable 
duties, the principal of which consists in educating children. 
The order was founded in the year 1537, and takes its name 
from St. Ursula, a female distinguished in her life for her ex- 
emplary virtue, signalized and made manifest by her heroic 
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death.* This order of nuns is distinguished from those, which 
doom the members to lives of entire seclusion and devotion, 
its duties being of that character, which calls for a constant 
intercourse with the world, by taking upon itself the arduous 
labor of educating young females for the world, and of train- 
ing their mjnds and hearts to wisdom and virtue, so as to 
make them useful and accomplished members of society. 
They are a charitable order, inasmuch as when their means 
allow, they educate the poor, and prepare them to be the 
teachers of others. They are a liberal order, inasmuch as 
they make no distinction of sects among their pupils, all be- 
ing received on equal terms and reaping equal benefits from 
their instruction. Throughout Europe this order of nuns have 
ever been held in the highest respect, and their Communities 
have always maintained the highest rank as schools of instruc- 
tion, — as places, where the young child could best be trained 
to the paths of virtue and wisdom. Even in France, during 
the outbreaking of infidelity and revolution, when the church- 
es were pillaged, monasteries destroyed, nunneries forced 
open, and their inmates driven into the world, the Ursulines 
were unmolested, — their virtues and their useftdness alone 
protected them.f 

The institution of the present Community you have al- 
ready been made acquainted with, J — its high character, as 
a school has been fully established, and in everything relating 
to the institution, it has been our wish to make you perfectly 
familiar. These petitioners have nothing to conceal, and no- 
thing to fear from an entire knowledge by the world, of their 
condition aiMl character ; their sufferings have sprang from 
a deplorable ignorance and delusion, which they had not the 



* *■ St. Unala, who was tbe mietreas and guide to HeaTen to many boly maidens, whom 
■he animated to the hMok piactice of ▼irtoe," is regarded " as a model and patroness by 
those, who undertake to tiain np yoath in the sentiments and practice of piety and reli- 
gioB." ** Several rdigkios estaUishments have been erected nnder her name and patron- 
age far the l innows odMcation of young ladies.** 

Bmtltr^g UrtM rftk» Fktktn, 4%., vol. 10. 

t Appmdix Note A. X Appendix Note B. 



opportunity to dispel.* We have made you acquainted with 
the proceedings immediately preceding tlie twelfth of August, 
when the Convent was destroyed, and the events of the eve- 
ning of that day, you are perfectly familiar with. From nine 
until after eleven o'clock, on that night, a mob was collecting 
around the Convent, where dwelt these petitioners ; — the air 
was filled with their angry shouts and menaces. A bonfire 
was lighted, as a beacon to lead others to tlie hellish plot of 
destruction. The work was not to have been done that 
night,! but it was discovered that an explanation, exculpating 
the Ursuline Community from any blame, and giving the lie to 
the falsehoods which were industriously circulated concerning 
them for the purpose of this excitement, was to be published 
to the world the next day. They were afraid therefore to delay 
it, the present time was favorable, nobody opposed them, the 
women were unprotected, the magistrates supine, — they 
rushed on to the destruction, and it was perfectly complete. J 
You have the statements of several who were present ; they 
say that a few resolute persons, sanctioned by a httle authori- 
ty, could not only have arrested the progress of this riot, but 
every one of the rioters themselves. You have been told by 
credible and experienced witnesses, that there were engines 
upon the spot, firemen enough, and water at a convenient 
distance, to have quenched the fire, at any stage of it. You 
have been told that it was not done, that not one drop of 
water was thrown upon those ' accusing flames.' You have 
been satisfied, I am sure, that not one vigorous step was taken 
by any one to prevent this shameful transaction. The Chair- 
man of the Selectmen of Charlestown, it is true, dfd advise the 
rioters not to bring a light, after tliey had broken into the buil- 
ding, that they had done enough to subject them to punish- ' 
ment, and that if a light were brought they would be seen and 
detected. This fatherly advice was not obeyed, and he, hav- 
ing weak eyes, and not being very well, went home to resume 
the peaceful slumbers from which he had been aroused. 

• Appendix Note C. f Appendix Note D. % Appendix Note £. 



Whether this was a vigorous step or not, is for you to judge, 
it was the only one taken, and deserves to be recorded in his 
favor. The systematic manner, in which the petitioners were 
driven from their beds to the fields, the successive' acts of the 
tragical drama which presented themselves, by distinct and 
varied atrocities, it is not my intention to dwell upon, they 
have already been stated to you, and if they had not been, 
they have become a matter of history, and familiar to the 
minds of every one. 

I have stated to you who these petitioners are, their prayer 
to you is for redress of the wrongs and injuries complained of 
in their petition. Their story is briefly told therein, and 
tlieir hopes of favor from this Commonwealth set forth with 
the reasons on which they are founded. They declare them- 
selves to be good citizens of the Commonwealth, obedient to 
the laws, and paying all taxes and duties levied upon tbem by 
the government ; they state that in the destruction of their 
property, by a mob, in the open and direct violation of the 
law, they have been rendered destitute ; they declare the du- 
ty of the government to be to protect them, and to provide a 
remedy for their wrongs, — that it has failed to do so, and 
that therefore it ought to indemnify them for the losses they 
have suffered ; as a matter of justice, they demand it, as a 
matter of justice, or of favor, you will indemnify them, if the 
views, I now am about to present to you, be correct. 

The petitioners assert, in the first place, that they are in- 
habitants of. this Commonwealth, demeaning themselves as 
good citizens, and entitled to the full protection of the laws, 
md unless they are so, they have no claim upon you. If the 
act, of which they complain has arisen by a crime, or by any 
illegal act on their part, then, however criminal, those who 
have despoiled them, may be, the petitioners can have no re- 
dress here. If they provoke a breach of the law, they cannot 
apply to you ; for though the majesty of the law must not be 
offended lightly, it must not go out of its ordinary course to 
aid those who have been the guilty cause of its ordinances 
being broken. They must be innocent sufferers, through 



whom the law has been violated, to receive a moment's con- 
sideration from the Legislature, the great conservator of law 
and justice. They must come to this high place with clean 
hands, and consciences void of offence, to ask of you, to 
step beyond the printed statute book to their relief. 

Innocence is to be presumed, until the contrary is proved. 
In the present case, no charge has been made against these 
petitioners, no one has appeared to accuse them of a single 
crime, they have enemies, but they have not appeared. I re- 
gret that no opposition has been made by remonstrance or 
otherwise, to the claim of these petitioners, because I have 
sought in vain for an opportunity of discrediting and of putting 
down the insinuations and vile slanders which have been cir- 
culated about these Petitioners, and of shewing to the public 
in their true colors, the designs of their enemies. I wish for 
an opportunity to shew how far intolerance, religious rivalry 
and fanaticism will go, and has, in this case, gone, to pervert 
the judgment and poison the mind. But I cannot do it, for no 
charge is produced against them, and their innocence, their 
purity, their exalted religious character, the christian charity 
of these petitioners, we have a right to gather, only from the 
casual opinions of those who know them best, and from the 
nature of the duties they have so well, so laboriously perform- 
ed. I might comment largely upon the inconsistency of any 
but a life of virtue, fixed upon the surest foundations of rehgion 
and devotion, and strengthened by the cultivation of tlie purest 
social affections, on the part of these petitioners. I might 
call up the voices of mankind, in every guise that they have 
ever appeared, to prove to you, that the garb of an austere 
religion, connected with severe and constant labors, having 
only an end in death, is the last that vice assumes, and though 
hypocrisy in religion, as in other matters may be resorted to, 
to cloak the most vicious habits, yet it never takes so labori- 
ous, so self denying a form as this. I might enlarge upon the 
truism that vice hates labor, and that vanity is the most fre- 
quent conductor to the paths of wickedness, but I shall not 
do any of these things. It would be insulting your pa- 



tience, so long extended to the petitioners, it would be un- 
worthy of the high character of the petitioners themselves. 

Having presented to you by the evidence, the wrongs and 
injuries suffered by the petitioners, in their rights of person 
and of property, having supplied you with abundance of testi- 
mony, showing the manner in which their rights have been 
violated, having laid before you the ostensible causes which 
led to the outrage, and satisfied you by the clearest testimony* 
of its entire groundlessness, I shall not trouble you with any 
comments upon them, or endeavor to discover the se- 
cret springs to the diabolical act, which even now, finds fa- 
vor in the eyes of some, who hold respectable stations in so- 
ciety, but shall proceed at once to the consideration of those 
important principles, which are to direct us, in considering 
this petition. I have avoided going over any statement of 
facts, leaving, since they are incontrovertible, their necessary 
application to the legal and equitable considerations, I am 
now about to propose to you. 

We boast that we live under a constitution or frame of gov- 
ernment which gives to every citizen full protection in his life, 
liberty and property, — that we live under a constitution or 
frame of government, which is written down, and which all 
eyes may see ; and this constitution contains the principles of 
our association as a people. It contains the elements and first 
principles of our laws ; it cannot be changed without our con- 
sent J it is in short, the magna charta of our liberties. We 
look upon it and cherish it, as the title deed of our rights, war- 
ranted to us, — guaranteed to us, by the bond of every one, 
who lives under it and claims from it equal rights with our- 
selves. It is to this we are first to look, when we are wrong- 
ed, for redress. The constitution is the compact that binds 
us, it is the contract which the government enters into with 
the subject, and a breach of it on either side must bring with 
it a remedy commensurate with the injury. 

These principles no one will, we think, controvert ; let us 

« 

* Certificates of Cutter and Selectmen of Cbarleatown, in Note 5, Appendix A. 



then examine this important instrument and see whether living 
under it, constitutes protection, subscribing to iu a security 
to us in the enjoyment of our lives, our liberfies and our 
property. For this purpose, I will group together such parts 
of it, as I shall have occasion to refer to. 

**The end of the institution, maintenance and administration of government 
is, to secure the existence of the body politic, to protect it, and to furnish indi- 
viduals who compose it, the power of enjoying in safety and tranquillity their 
mutual rights and the blessings of life." " It is a social compact, by which 
the whole people covenants with each citizen and each citizen with the whole 
people, that we shall be governed by certain laws for the conomon good." 

** Article 1. All men are bom free and equal and have certain natural, es- 
sential and unalienable rights, among which may be reckoned the right of en- 
joying and defending their lives and liberties; that of acquiring, possessing and 
protecting property ; in fine, that of seeking and obtaining safety and happi- 



ness." 



Article 10. " Each individual has a right to be protected by it (the govern- 
ment) in ^e enjoyment of life, liberty and property, according t6 standing 
laws. He is obliged consequently to contribute his share to the expense of 
this protection." 

Article 11. ** Every subject of the Commonwealth ought to find a certain 
remedy, by having recourse to the laws, for all injuries or wrongs, which he 
may receive in his person, property or character."* 

I have stated these, as parts of the contract, between the 
government with each of its citizens, which will be brought 
into view in the consideration of the petitioners' case. They 
have sustained an injury, their rights of property have been 
sacrificed, and their lives endangered, by an open attack upon 
them, in the very face of the law. The statutes and the con- 
stitution have not been secretly evaded, but openly and wan- 
tonly violated in the person and property of these petitioners. 
By the terms of the contract between them and the govern- 
ment, they have " a right to be protected" in the enjoyment 
of life, liberty and property, and if that protection fails them, 
they " ought to find a certain remedy, by having recourse to 
the laws, for all injuries or wrongs," which they may receive 
in their persons, property or character. 

■ 

* Constitution of Mastfachusetts. 
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The first question is, — admitting the wrong, admitting 
them to be the innocent victims through whom the wrong has 
been done, 'and through whom the law has been violated, — 
did the government contract or was it bound, to protect these 
petitioners, in their lives, persons and property ? If so, has it 
provided any certain laws, by which that protection was en- 
sured ? and if it has not, is the government now bound to 
make reparation to them, for the loss that has been occa- 
sioned ? I had almost assumed that such was the nature of 
the relation between the government and the subject, — that 
it was a contract, — so palpable does this relaticm appear. 

Government is properly defined to be an association by a 
people, enacting rules of conduct for the common good. 
Men surrender some of their natural rights to the government 
for this common good ; they do not surrender them without 
an equivalent ; they surrender, for instance, the rights of 
reprisal for wrongs committed to the government, and re- 
ceive in lieu of it, the right of protection, and in case of at- 
tack, a sufiicient legal remedy. This is common knowledge. 
The association is a compact ; every association, that is vol- 
untary is a compact or agreement, — and the declaration 
therefore which shows that there is a compact, necessarily 
points out the terms of it. When the subjects of Great Brit- 
ain compelled their rulers to establish the charters of their 
liberties, it was nothing more than a declaration of the con- 
tract between them. It was a contract put in writing, which 
was binding upon the subject and the prince. The magna 
charta of England, is the title deed, under which men ac- 
quire* and enjoy their rights, and like every deed contains 
covenants for their acquisition and enjoyment. Our constitu- 



* The establishment of magna charta, and its generous provisions for all classes of free- 
men againA the complicated oppression of the feudal system ; the petition <if right, early in 
tlie reign of Charles I, asserting by statute the^^rights of the nation as contained In their an- 
cient laws, and especially in " the great charter of the liberties of England" and the bill of 
rights at the revolution in 1688," were so many contracts, defining the duties of govern- 
ment and people. These bills of rights are " the muniments of freemen, shewing their title 
to protection. 



tion is a social compact, an agreement, in which the whole 
people, — that is, the government, covenants with each citi- 
zen. Man gives up his natural rights by this contract, for 
certain social rights, his natural, for political liberty, — a'por- 
tion of his rights are surrendered to the other contracting 
power, for the protection of the remainder, — that protection 
is contracted to be given in consideration of the surrender. 1 
Bl. Com. 126. Allegiance and submission is the right of the 
governor, protection, the right of the people. 1 Bl. Com. 
123. 

Establishing then this position, we are next to inquire, if 
protection against riots, or other forcible and illegal acts com- 
mitted by one man or one set of men, upon the rights of per- 
son or property of another, is one of the terms of the contract 
between this Commonwealth and its citizens, and it is only 
necessary to ask the question, to perceive the answer. It 
certainly is,—- for this is plainly and unequivocally stated to 
be the great object of the association. An infraction of tlie 
duty of submission on the part of the subject to the law, is 
punishable by the terms of the compact, and there should 
be some remedy for a failure of protection. A failure on 
the part of the government in the duty of protection, is a breach 
of the contract on their part. " Each individual has a right to 
be protected by it," (the government,) are the words of the 
compact, " in the enjoyment of life, liberty and property, 
according to standing (that is fixed and known) laws ; " and 
laws must be made that shall attain this object, — for, says 
the constitution again, " every subject ought to find a certain 
remedy by having recourse to the laws, for all injuries or 
wrongs, he may receive in his person, property or char- 



acter." 



It being shewn then, that the constitution is nothing but a 
compact or agreement between the whole people, fhtt is, the 
government, with its members, by which each surrenders to 
the whole, certain natural for political rights ; that among the 
number, is the natural right of remedying by force the wrongs 
committed against one's person and property ; that in €on- 
2 
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sideration of this surrender by the subject, the government 
agrees to become the protector of the person and property of 
the subject, by providing him with a certain remedy " for 
all injuries and wrongs, he may receiv.e in his person, pro- 
perty or character ;" the next inquiry is, whether the govern- 
ment has performed that part of their contract. 

They are bound to protect the subject, and this is to be 
accomplished in one of two ways. — 1st. By the enactment 
X)f sufficient laws, for the prevention, as far as is possible, of 
injuries or wrongs ; and 2d, by affording to the subject, a 
certain remedy, in case the law fails to prevent the injuries 
and wrongs complained of. Preventive laws may be suffi- 
cient or not, according to the nature of the crime or act to 
be prevented — and a law that may seem sufficient, will not 
be so, unless means are also taken to protect it from open viola- 
tion. The law in itself may be sufficient, but it will be treat- 
ed by the jurist as no law at all, unless there goes with it the 
power of enforcing it. A law, that can be disregarded with 
impunity, is a nullity, and the government fails in its con- 
tract, unless it enforces the law which it ordains for the pro- 
tection of the subject. In the present case, we do not com- 
plain, that the law punishing the actual outrage upon our rights 
was insufficient, but that the provisions against the first ille- 
gal steps, which led to its occurrence were wholly inadequate. 
The lives of the petitioners have been endangered, their pro- 
perty has been destroyed by an open systematic violation of 
the law ; now if the government are in fault, if this has hap- 
pened through their remissness in not providing for the en- 
forcement of their laws, it is the same thing as if they had 
passed no laws at all. By enacting laws against outrages, of 
which we complain, they admit the claim we have upon their 
protection. What laws have they passed against riots, that 
led to thg criminal acts, by which we are the sufferers ?* 

By Stat. 1786, c. 38, be it enacted that " if any persons, to 



*The petitioners paid taxes on the real estate alone, in Charlestown, at tlie rate of 
about seveiUjf dollars per year. 
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the number of twelve or more^ being armed with clubs or oth- 
er weapons, or if any number of persons, consisting of thirty 
or more^ shall be unlawfully, riotously, or tumultuously as- 
sembled, any Justice of the Peace, Sheriff, or Deputy Sher- 
iff of the county, or Constable of the town, shall among the 
rioters, or as near to them as he can safely come, command 
silence, while proclamation is making, and shall openly make 
proclamation in these or the like words." 

'^Commonwealth of Massachusetts, 

By virtue of an act of this Commonwealth, made and pass- 
ed in the year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and 
eighty six, entitled ' an act for suppressing routs, riots, and 
tumultuous assemblies, and the evil consequences thereof.' 
I am directed to charge and command all persons, being here 
assembled, immediately to disperse themselves, and peacea- 
bly to depart to their habitations, or to their lawful business, 
upon the pakis "inflicted by the said act. 

God save the Commonwealth. 

And if such persons, assembled as aforesaid, shall not dis- 
perse themselves within one hour after proclamation made, 
or attempted to be made, as aforesaid, it shall be lawful for 
every such officer to command sufficient aid, and he shall 
seize such persons, who shall be had before a Justice of the 
Peace ; and the aforesaid Justice of the Peace, Sheriff, or 
Deputy Sheriff, is further empowered to require the aid of a 
sufficient number of person in arms, if any of the persons as- 
sembled as aforesaid, shall appear armed : And if any such 
person or persons shall be killed or wounded by reason of 
his or their resisting the persons endeavoring to disperse or 
seize them, the said Justice, Sheriff, Deputy Sheriff, Con- 
stable, and their assistants shall be indemnified and held guilt- 
less." 

The 2d section of the statute, provides a penalty fcr refu- 
sing to assist the Sheriff or other officer ; and the 3d section 
prescribes the punishment of those who shall not disperse ; 
and the 4th appoints the times, when the statute shall be pub* 
licly read, which provisions it is needles to detail. 
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These are the only provisions against the foul act, which h 
driven these petitioners from their home and robbed them 
their all ; which has spread desolation over their once hapj 
abiding place, and cast them, destitute and forlorn, witho 
shelter or protection, upon the charities of the world. The 
is no other provision in the whole statute book against j 
act, the consequences of which may spread ruin and misei 
over the fairest, the most costly, the most fondly cherishc 
portions of your State. The statute does not compel ai 
one to take a single step in relation to riots, it merely poin 
out who may do it, in terms that leaves it even then, optioi 
al whether they do it or not. But suppose that it commani 
ed it to be done by any person present, or that some speci 
oflScer was appointed to read the riot act, — it would avj 
nothing, — it would hardly serve as a scare-crow to the mo 
timid. An hour is given before the Magistrate is allowe 
to take another step, to arrest or disperse the mob. Tl 
statute supposes, probably, that the mob will take that tin 
to deliberate, and will either disperse or resume their d 
signs only, when the hour has fully elaped. An hour is gran 
ed, during which the whole city of Boston might be fire 
or destroyed. But when the hour has elapsed, what can tl 
Magistrate do, -— he may call upon the well-disposed arouc 
to aid him to put down the mob, and make arrests, and 
' the mob are armed, he may get armed men to assist him : 
is not pointed out how he may compel aid, and every one mi 
refuse it when asked. This is all the provision against riot 
The Selectmen have no authority in such cases, and the r 
oter may work in safety at the trade of destruction, and r 
mode is to be found in the statute book to prevent the mi 
chief, till it is done. The law against arson or burglar 
which would apply to the case of these rioters, in a crimin 
court, imy be well enough ; but it is evident, in considerir 
tins case, we have only to do with the law relating to tt 
lesser offence, to riots, inasmuch as had the riot been su{ 
pressed, no further injury would have happened. 

It is very certain that the goveromeiit have £uled to pre 
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vide sufficient laws for the prevention of the outrage, which 
brings these petitioners before the Legislature. They have 
no right to complain however, of the infraction of the laws 
and of the destruction of their property, it being sometimes 
a necessary and unavoidable event, even with firm and well 
executed laws, provided the government have given to them 
a certain remedy, by which their wrongs may be redressed 
and their property restored ; that is, if the government have 
given them in lieu of the natural rights of reprisal and of for- 
cible reparation, which they have surrendered, a legal mode 
of redress. 

In the case before us, the rioters unchecked in their 
course, by any legal measures, increasing at each step in 
their fury, encouraged by the impotence of the law, armed 
themselves, entered the habitation of your petitioners and 
finally destroyed it. 

It was a felonious act, — the statute of 1804, c. 131, and 
the two first sections of the statute of 1830, c. 72, which 
embrace the crime, make it a felony. Whether the felony 
merges the civil remedy, which is an action of trespass against 
the wrongdoers, I consider to be doubtful. At common law, 
this would be the case, — but in our State, from the decision 
of Boardman vs. Gore, et al. 15 Mass. Rep. I should 
think that the distinction there taken, would be followed up. 
If the felony is a capital ofience, the civil remedy is lost, 
otherwise it is not. I will not however, dwell upon this dis- 
tinction, as it will have no bearing upon the question, in the 
view I take of it, whether or not, the civil action merges and 
is lost to the party. The inquiry is, whether the government 
have provided '' a certain remedy, by having recourse to the 
laws, for all injuries or wrongs," the petitioners have "re- 
ceived in their persons and property." It is of no conse- 
quence whether a mere right of action merges or not, unless 
it be a remedy. We are not to be mocked with a mere 
sound, a name, and receive it as a remedy. What remedy 
have we then, in this case, for the wrongs and injuries done 
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to us ? At the most, we have an action of trespass against 
the rioters. Is this a certain remedy — is it a remedy at all ? 
We must look at these questions with a practical eye, theo- 
ries will not protect our lives or property, and what may 
seem a remedy in the statute book, when applied to for the 
purpose, proves to be no remedy at all. Let me repeat the 
question generally — is an action of trespass against those 
who come in the darkness of night, in a tumultuous manner, 
and drive us from our beds, and burn and sack our homes, a 
remedy ? Who are the rioters, of what class in the commu- 
nity are men, who thus come forward to trample on every 
law, human and divine, at one bold step ? Who break up, in 
a rude and desperate manner, the abiding places of virtue, 
innocence and helpless womanhood ? Who are they, that 
thus render insecure our dearest rights, who destroy that 
feeling of security, which is the happiest birthright of the 
subject, living under a government of laws ? Are they men, 
who are interested to preserve the rights of property unharm- 
ed ? No ! and for the plain reason, that they have none of 
their own, and are too dissolute to acquire any. The citizen 
who holds a deep stake in the soil on which he lives, has an 
interest in the preservation of the laws, which secure to him the 
enjoyment of his acquisitions and possessions. Self-interest 
is enough to make him prefer good order to anarchy and mis- 
rule, and you will find from the earliest period of the world, 
to the present time, that the disturbers of the public peace, 
the breakers of the laws, have been generally those who have 

had nothing to be protected by them. Ten thousand such 

* 

men could not repair the petitioners' losses. The whole 
property of those actively engaged at Charlestown, in the de- 
struction of the property of the petitioners, liable to an ac- 
tion, would not pay a tithe of the property destroyed, nor 
anything like it. And this will be so in all cases of riots, 
and for this reason, in England and in some of the United 
States, Pennsylvania certainly, a remedy has been provided, 
differing from this nominal recourse to the laws, grounded 
upon the entire futility of any other. 
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This remedy makes the hundred or county answerable for 
the wrong done, and acting as a preventive and remedy at the 
same time, it makes it the interest of every substantial free- 
holder to put down offences of this kind. This is a remedy, 
and it is the only one. Had such a remedy been provided 
for in the statute book, thousands would not have looked on 
and beheld the destruction of the nunnery upon Mount Bene- 
dict, when hundreds could have saved it, — hundreds did I 
say, — when twenty resolute men could have prevented one 
spark of fire from entering that edifice. It would have been 
a glorious sight to see it burning, but they would not have in- 
dulged themselves in a luxury, that was to be paid for from 
their pockets. The testimony is, that thousands were present, 
but few were engaged in the w^ork ; that a few resolute men 
could have prevented the progress of the rioters for two hours ; 
that the engines might have extinguished the flames ; but there 
was no law of compulsion, and they could not be compelled to 
account for not doing it. The building was allowed to burn, 
the property to be plundered, and the rioters to stand trium- 
phant over their \\^ork, and to pronounce that it was well done. 
The glorious sun rose upon the blackened ruins, and lighten- 
ed up a mournful sight, — the laws violated, humanity outraged, 
the cross, at least, an emblem of religion, trampled upon and 
broken. The beautiful grounds, over which but a day before, 
the innocent children had joyously trod, were all rooted up 
and defaced, and the flowers, that bloomed at the setting 
sun, fit emblems of their cultivators, lay there crtished and 
withered. We ask a remedy for this sacrilege and destruc- 
tion, — will you send us to our action at law ? 

We have no remedy at all in the course of law, the gov- 
ernment have failed to do that, which they solemnly admit, it 
is the right of the subject to have done, viz. to be provided 
with a " certain remedy for all injuries and wrongs, which he 
may receive in his person, property or character." Where 
then, shall the petitioners find a remedy, in what manner 
shall they obtain relief ? 

It is not to be expected, that a government can be so per- 
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feet as to have provided for every possible case ; they gu 
antee protection and provide the means thereof in cases g< 
erally, but they may fail in particular instances, and t 
question is, who is to suffer by a breach of the compact, t 
government or the subject ? If the subject fail in his ol 
dience to the laws, he is punishable, and is it not equa 
just, if the government foil to provide laws, which shall pi 
tect or indemnify the subject, that the government should 
it. It does seem to me, that there can be but one ans\'i 
to this question, and that every principle of equity and 
justice calls upon the government for the indemnity pray 
for. I lay aside all cases of secret infraction and evasion 
the laws, against which the prudence of the subject can ge 
erally avail ; I consider only those cases, where the law is i 
belled against and put down by main force ; nor do I coi 
prehend wrongs and injuries inflicted by a foreign power, i 
that is a national calamity, not covenanted against, and whi 
forms no part of the compact between the whole people a 
each citizen ; I refer only to cases of wrongs and injuries i 
flicted by the subjects of the government, by those, whc 
the government are bound to control, upon their fellow-su 
jects, whom the government agree to protect ; and I ask, 
this be not a case, in which it is the theory of the gover 
ment, the letter of the contract, that the subject shall be pr 
tected ? I maintain that it is. 

But it may be said, if the government is bound to do thi 
why is it not equally bound to restore to the person robb( 
his goods, — to the sufferer, by the midnight incendiar 
his property ? In the first case, the property is not de 
troyed ; it 6an be recovered, and the law has provided f 
cases of this nature, not amply provided, but perhaps sl 
ficiently so, connected with common prudence, to prote 
the subject. And as to the secret incendiary, the la 
cannot provide against the secret evasion of its dictate 
it is impossible, in the nature of things, and it does all ii cj 
do when it punishes the offence ; but the marked differenci 
between this case and any other, is this, — that here is an ope 
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rebellion against the law, and a forcible, plain violation of its 
powers, in a case perfectly susceptible of prevention or rem- 
edy, — a case, that can only occur by the means, which pro- 
duced this, viz : a direct combination to put down and des- 
troy the first principle of our association, — of our social 
compact.* But if it were true, that the law has provided no 
sufficient remedy in those cases, and if a sufficient remedy can 
be provided for them, then they should make the necessary 
reparation to him, whose rights may be, in such cases, violated. 
Consider, for one moment, the peculiar situation of these peti- 
tioners ; you will find that, in the midst of a populous commu- 
nity, they have been despoiled of every earthly possession, 
without the possibility of prevention on their part, and with- 
out the slightest remedy at law. Had the midnight incendiary 
applied the torch to their buildings and consumed them, they 
would not have petitioned for relief ; their prudence had pro- 
tected them by insurance. Had a robber stolen their goods, 
they could not have been rendered destitute ; their fire- 
side would still have been their own, — even the robbery might 
have been insured against, — a remedy might have been pro- 
vided, and, after all, their goods discovered and returned. 
But here, all is gone — scattered to the winds of Heaven — 
lost, even to hope, in a manner which, the most vigilant eye 
could not have prevented. 

The petitioners come to you then, in the character of per- 
sons, whose rights, guaranteed to them by the constitution, 
have been violated, because no remedy, at law, has been pro- 
vided for them. And it is not a new thing to petition the 
government in such cases. It is one of the most valuable 
rights of the subject ; and to obtain it, governments have been 
convulsed. It is a prominent right in our charter, and stands 



* Robbery can affect but one kind of property ■— a man'f , personalty. It. te generally com- 
mitted in the dark, in eecret, away fhim the haunts of men. But here is a grand offence ~ 
participated in by hundreds, in the presence of thousands. If a robbery should be commit- 
ted, under the same circumstances, it would seem as if the government should atone for it* 
imbecility by reparation to the injured. It is a direct proof, in either case, of the ineffl- 
clency of the laws,— requiring a similar vindication, and presenting a state of thingi|^ 
which requires another government, that can protect ita sobjects from open outrage. 

3 
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I ] foremost in the bill of rights of the country, from whenc 

} j sprung our government and laws. You are the grand inqu 

sitors of the realm, and you should sit until all petitions ar 

answered. It is as much your duty to superintend the wori 

ing of your laws, as to provide them ; and no subject shoul 

be turned from your doors until his grievances are redressec 

The petitioners have thus far put their case upon the groun 

of right ; there is, however, a further claim, and that is, upo 

your benevolence and bounty. 

\ The annals of American history present no parallel i 

. atrocity, to that which was exhibited on the night of the ele^ 

enth of August last, upon Mount Benedict. The scenes < 
Indian barbarity never exceeded the ferocious conduct of th 
Convent rioters. And it adds to the horror of the act itsel 
when we reflect, that it was done in the sight of thousandi 
wjho looked upon the scene, from the beginning to its enc 
with a calm indifferent eye, and made no effort to prote< 
the women and children, their property or their lives, wt 
were thus cowardly beleaguered and attacked. I have n 
wish to excite in your minds the indignation, which a mei 
recital of the doings of that night might call up. You hav 
already had before you a simple narrative of those foul pr< 
ceedings. I allude to them now for another purpose ; it is, th 
I may appeal in behalf of these petitioners, to that patriotisi 
and love of country, which I know are uppermost in yoi 
hearts. I wish to ask you, if you are willing to see the lav 
degraded and trampled down, with such aggravating circun 
stances as attended this act, without doing something, whic 
shall testify your abhorrence of it, and which shall, in sonc 
measure, vindicate the laws from the reproach that now lie 
upon them. Are you ready to let this offence pass by in s 
lence ? Can you forget the insult your laws have received 
If you can, then may it be said, the sons of New Englar 
are not what their fathers were, — "jealous of their right 
but strong in their obedience to the supremacy of the laws. 
If you let the insult pass by unnoticed, you give a license 1 
misrule, by an acknowledgement of your wealmess. There 
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no surer sign of a weak government, than to allow its laws 
to be insulted, and its subjects to be ill-treated, with impu- 
nity. In this instance, the majesty of the laws has been most 
signally violated, before the face of the whole Commonwealth ; 
and they should be asserted and vindicated in as pointed and 
signal manner. This can only be done by repairing the 
wrong, by wiping out this stain upon our history, in rendering 
ample justice to the injured ; in short, by providing a suitable 
compensation " for the sufferers, so that the same page, on 
which the history of our disgrace shall be recorded, may bear 
testimony to the promptitude of our justice to the injured." 
This is no novel view in which to present the petitioners' 
caise for your consideration ; the almost unanimous expression 
of public opinion, within the State and out of it, has pointed 
to this act as one of necessity, as one due to its own dignity 
for the State to perform. It has been the only redeeming 
light in the dark picture, which this outrage presents. Let die 
State do something ; call it not indemnity — call it not a rem- 
edy, if you please ; but let some remuneration be made to re- 
deem, in a degree at least, the character of the government, — 
to vindicate the majesty of the laws. Public charity has stood 
aloof from these petitioners ; from their most generous friends 
they have received nothing but sympathy, because it was 
thought, that a gift from them might weaken the force of the 
claim upon the government, who should do something, to wipe 
off the disgrace, that has fallen on its laws. The day after the 
destruction of their property — when public indignation was 
roused, when every lover of good order, every good citizen 
was struck dumb with astonishment and shame, at the outrage 
that had been committed, these petitioners might have held 
out their hands for relief, and they would bav6 be^i) fiUed tp 
overflowing, — at once they might have been relieved, but 
for the higher consideration which animated every lover of 
his country. It was felt at once, that the citizens should not 
repair this loss ; that though the means came, dollar for dol- 
lar, in the same proportion, from those who were disposed to 
give by a public or voluntary tax, that it nevertheless must 
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come from the State. The greatest disgrace was upon the 
Commonwealth, and not upon the citizens, and from that power 
should come the redemption. And shall they then, be turned 
wholly from your doors ? Injuries and wrongs are readily for- 
gotten, except by those who suffer them ; but shall it be so, 
with a power so high as this Commonwealth, when those 
wrongs and injuries have also struck at her dignity, her power, 
and her justice ? As one of her sons, I will not yet believe it. 
If it be so, we can no longer extol our glorious constitution, 
our government and laws. The vine and the fig tree may 
flourish for a while upon its soil, but let no man think to set 
beneath their shade in security ; he may find them uprooted 
and blasted in an instant ; and when looking about him for 
sympathy and redress, a hand may significantly point out to 
him, the desolated arbors on Mount Benedict. If it be so, let 
no man hereafter consider his house as his castle, unless he 
can make it so, by battlements and moats, for it may be 
thrown down at any moment, and he may be driven, house- 
less and a wanderer on the land of his birth, — yes, even in this 
land once known as the home of liberty ^ — but while these 
offences are permitted - groanmg beneath the despotism of a 
mob. Let not this language be considered exaggerated, I 
speak with experience before me, and it fills me with the 
voice of prophecy. Unless these things are remedied, — 
unless the law can be enforced, — if our rights can be thus 
jtrampled upon, — our liberty has already fled. If this be so, 
fl djespotism is upon us, the more galling, because unseen, — 
a deppjtisjn growing up, the offspring of the vilest passions, 
nurtured and fed by the timidity of the laws. Disrespect to 
our social and political rights, in such an event, will grow 
apace, and no hand will be held out to check it ; a jealousy 
of each other will possess the members of the body politic, 
and the law will stand idlis, between contending factions. I 
am tojid, that this is a land of freedom, that I am living under 
a government of laws, subject tp jthe arbitrary will of no one, 
that the object of the government under which I live, is to 
protect jng in my person and property, that if I am wronged 
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in this respect, I have a ready and speedy mode of redress. 
Go tell this to the Ursulines, — could they believe it ? 
Stripped, driven from their homes, their property all des- 
troyed, thrown from comfort, to beggary, deny them here 
their petition, and then tell them what a glorious land they 
live in, what a perfect government watches over them, — is it 
fair to insist upon their believing you ? First, be just ta 
them, or if we differ about justice, be generous to them, and 
then the question may be safely put to them, but not till 
then. 

The persons, who were accused, and tried and acquitted, 
for this outrage, were undeniably guilty. I am not, however, 
going behind the record of the court, to prove the fact, but I 
am certain that such is the general opinion. In that light 
they have been considered martyrs to the cause of true reli- 
gion, and subscriptions have filled their pockets, not because 
they were innocent, but because they were guilty in the opin- 
ion of those who have loaded them so liberally with money. 
This is the price for the felonious work they have performed. 
Will you, by your silence, confirm their title to this blood 
money ? 

I may be told, that it would be a bad precedent, for the 
Commonwealth to make a gift to the petitioners, and that to 
a grant they have no claim upon any legal principles. Gen- 
tlemen, this case is unprecedented, and no second one will 
occur if the government should thus redeem its dignity. If 
wisdom could devise a plan, by which a repetition of this 
outrage could be prevented, it would be to redress the griev- 
'Onces and wrongs of the petitioners ; and if, on the other 
Ihand, you wished to take a course which shall give license to 
•similar outrages hereafter, you can adopt no method so ef- 
fectual, as to turn these petitioners from your doors. Their 
intolerant enemies would then behold a case new, at least, in 
this Commonwealth, of the commission of the highest crime 
against the dignity and honor of the State, unpunished by its 
courts, — and the sufferers by the act, unredressed any 
where, — and added to this, the silent approbation of the 
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outrage by the State, in afTording no relief against the 
persecution wliich has thus been carried on in the face of its 
authority. Gentlemen may have heard this objection of a 
precedent urged, as I have heard it, out of doors, with- 
out following up the conclusions to be drawn from it. Why, 
to allow that this can occur again, is admitting a fact, which 
I should not be willing to admit and at the same time, live 
under our present laws, — and these petitioners should be re- 
h'eved upon this very ground, that such a case can never 
occur again. 

The growing opinion, I am happy in believing, is in favor 
of these petitioners, and of their claims upon your bounty. 
Men in the Legislature and out of it, are beginning to see 
the necessity of doing something for them. When their case 
was first presented, you were ignorant of them, and of the 
strong hold they have upon your kindness and liberality. 
You had thought of them only as Catholics. I know that 
you look with different feelings upon them now, because I 
have invariably found this to be the case with every one who 
has made himself familiarly acquainted with them and their 
wrongs. This acquaintance is extending, and with it a desire 
that the State shall do something for them, and in so doing, 
vindicate the laws from the reproach that now lies upon them. 
This blow at the very stability of our government must not 
be repeated, and it will not be, if the Commonwealth act up 
to that high sense of its dignity, which is its only safety. 
Public opinion has been coming back again to toleration ; and 
we only want the expression of the most interested party, the 
Commonwealth, to secure to the people the return of that 
wbdom and that toleration, which are so cogently expressed, 
and so amply provided for, as far as words can go, in our bill 
of rights. The Catholic is as much under your protection as 
the Protestant ; but the instant you hesitate to grant a favor, 
because public opinion is against the Catholic, toleration will 
cease to exist. While the country, from whence we derive 
our laws, has slowly followed us in those liberal principles, 
that have distmguished our laws for half a century ; at the mo- 
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ment when Great Britain is aiming at general toleration, and has 
removed, as a first step, all disabilities against the Catholics, 
shall we raise the arm of persecution and intolerance 2igainst 
them ? Shall we afford, to the bigoted, intolerant and aristo- 
cratic governors of the old world, an example in their favor ?* 
I care not, whether you pass laws against the Catholics, or 
whether you look with an eye of indifference upon their 
wrongs ; it is the same thing in effect. The latter course is 
less righteous than the former ; for, if you pass laws against 
them, you warn them of their situation ; but, in the other 
case, you encourage them to take the benefit of our equal 
laws, and seduce them into a situation in which they may be 
ruined without redress. 

If public opinion runs high against the Catholics, then this, 
instead of being an argument against relief to these petitioners, 
is in their favor. It is for you, to come out and proclaim the 
principles of toleration borne upon the statute-book, but, for- 
gotten by one portion of our citizens, and to assert in a man- 
ner not to be mistaken, the dignity and excellence of our 
laws. And who are they, who would make this a reason for 
turning a deaf ear to the petitioners' argument ? Who say, that 
public opinion is against the Catholics, and that they should 
not, therefore, be encouraged and protected i Is it not that 
class of people, by whom these rioters and disturbers of the 
public peace have been encouraged ? And will you fall into 
their views, and do your part in the destruction of the bright- 
est feature of our constitution ? I need only to ask you to 
weigh this matter well, before upon this ground, you decide 
against the prayer of these petitioners for relief. 

I must apologize to the Committee for having detained 
them so long, but to my mind, there has never been a sub- 
ject brought before them, that comes to the feelings of the 
philanthropist, the patriot, and the law-giver, with the inter- 
est this case possesses. It presents itself m an attitude, the 

* Appendix Note F. 
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most touching to our best feelings and affections. Refined, 
delicate and well-educated women, robbed of everything but 
their virtue, are in the garb of destitution, petitioners for re- 
lief before you ; — women, whose lives are consecrated to 
the highest and holiest purposes, a living spectacle of man's 
brutality, — a speaking witness of the need there is for their 
labors, — the innocent victims of ignorance and brutality. 
Their situation, on that eventful evening which witnessed the 
destruction of their property, was a most dreadful and trying 
one. Isolated from the world, and yet upon an eminence, 
that commanded an extensive view of the habitations of man, 
they were surrounded, besieged and attacked. No cry for 
succor could reach their friends, — they were lik^some for- 
lorn garrison, surrounded by a foe, whose overpowering 
strength was ready to crush and destroy them, — those who 
were bound to aid them, failed them in their utmost need ; — 
all the precautions and expedients necessary in the^r opinion 
to shield them, had been resorted to ; they had asked no 
other aid than to have their innocence' and virtue tested by 
those who doubted it, and exposed to the world. That was 
their reliance, they dreamed not of violence, of wanton inju- 
ry, and brutal insult, it was an event not to be expected, and 
which now appears rather a hideous dream, than a reality. 
The attack was made, they were driven to the fields to per- 
ish, or save themselves as they could, — all was darkness 
and dismay, — no friendly light appeared to guide them to a 
place of refuge, and they stood for a while clustered together 
in their oiice happy garden, in silent despair. The transition 
was too awful for speech. Children, who had a few hours be- 
fore, retired to rest, at peace with all the world, were sud- 
denly aroused, and in an instant became outcasts. The 
change* stunned and stupefied them, and they went' forward 
on the land, heedless of their steps, almost unconscious of 
the angry shouts, exulting cries, and the blasphemy of the 
demons, they left behind, till at length they were lighted on 
their way by the burning flames of their once happy home. 
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Is there nothing that can be done to relieve this dark pic- 
ture, — are these petitioners to learn from their already too 
bitter experience, that the days of persecution have again ar- 
rived, which shall end only in their utter destitution and 
ruin ? Forbid it God ! Let it not be said that in this land, 
where toleration had so firmly fixed itself, intolerance is so 
soon to take its place, — that in this hall, where wise men, hon- 
est men, liberal men, have so long sat, planning and devising 
the common good of their fellow-men, there shall be denied 
to these petitioners, all charity, all benevolence, all justice. 
It shall not, it cannot be so. The people are ashamed of 
this blot on our history ; they look with pity, kindness and 
charity on the Ursulines, and wiU replace them in their rights 
torn from them, barbarously reft from them, by the greatest 
delusion that ever existed. They come here in their weak- 
ness to ask of you justice and assistance, and shall it ever be 
said, that these have been refused by the supreme power in 
the State ? They present to you the violation of their 
rights, by a portion of the community, for which they have no 
redress, but through you ; they present to you the majesty 
of the laws violated, and their rights trampled upon and 
thrown down ; they ask of you their restoration ; they de- 
mand of you to vindicate your slighted ordinances to the world. 
To you, they make their last appeal ; if it be not answered, 
they have nothing left to hope for from justice. They must 
go to their ruined habitation, shed over it a last, a bitter tear, 
and depart forever from a spot, consecrated by years of resi- 
dence, and of happy usefulness. They must seek some bet- 
ter land, where the strong arm of the law shall unite itself 
with the mild dictates of tolerance and religion, in shielding 
them from desolation and ruin. I invoke the good genius of 
this Commonwealth, the charity that should dwell in the hearts 
of all men, the justice that should preside over our councils, 
that this may be averted, that their home may again be 
among us, and their walls hereafter a safe asylum against brutal 
ferocity and violence. The prayer of every friend of social 
4 
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order must go with me, and it will be heard. The petitioners 
still place, with confidence, their interests in the keeping of 
the Commonwealth.* 



* Note 8. See Appendix. 
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Note. A. 

We know of no better way to present a correct view of 
Ithe habits and manners of the Ursulines, than by the follow- 
ing extracts, — the first from the Boston Monthly Magazine, 
printed in 1825, and the second from the New England M^- 
azine, January 1, 1835. 



THE BLACK NUNS. 

AN EXTRACT FROM THE MEMORANDA OF A SHORT TOUR. 

" Be thou aa chaste ai ice, 

As pure aa snow, thou shalt not escape calumny.** 

The lovely young Ophelia was not more abused by a 
feigned .madman, than convents and monasteries have been 
by histoHans and novelists for the last age. These institu- 
tions grew from persecutions in the early ages of the christian 
world, and were made the retreats of the distressed of all na- 
tions. St. Anthony, in the fourth century, classed these re- 
ligious houses into orders, in some part of Egypt, and they 
soon extended to Palestine ; and when Europe had embraced 
Christianity, spread over the various countries in ihat quarter 
of the world. At one period the establishment of these in- 
stitutions was the great business of religion ; and like all oth- 
er things in which our feelings are chiefly consulted, was 
pushed beyond every principle of necessity or utility. The 
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increase of convents and monasteries was so great in Eng- 
land, that the politicians became alarmed, and Edward III, 
and other kings after him, suppressed many of them, before 
the reign of Henry VIII ; and in this reign, Cardinal Wol- 
sey crushed a great number of them to form his twin coUeges, 
Oxford and Ipswich. To these retreats, the refinement and 
learning of the present day owe much. In many instances, 
these institutions might have degenerated, but we must re- 
member that the strong hand which pulled them down, 
held also the pen which recorded their fall. In the rude ages 
there was no law to make the rich support the poor ; it 
was done by the bounty of the benevolent and pious, and 
these institutions were made the almoners of that bounty. 
Within the walls of the religious houses too, that learning 
which was nearly lost forever, was resuscitated by the labors 
of monks and friars, however offensive these names may now 
be to some ears. 

The germs of the arts and sciences of modern times sprung 
from these cloisters. Time to their inmates was nothing ; 
hence' mighty tomes of commentaries upon the classics were 
made, and to these, dull as they may be, are we indebted for 
all that we have or know of the Greek and Roman writers. 
Women, too, owe much to these religious establishments ; 
for in them, all who were distinguished at that period were 
educated, and their tender years protected ; and if their sex 
prevented them from being heroes, they could become 
saints. It was natural for the reformers to traduce theae in- 
stitutions, and it was equally so that we should have imbibed 
their prejudices, but the time has now come in which we can 
speak of them with candor, and examine them with fairness. 
In more than one instance has tlie present age revised the 
opinions of our ancestors, but in none more absolutely and 
satisfactorily than in the case of the aborigines of this country. 
Once every epithet of contempt was heaped upon red men, 
and now all are anxious to do them justice. We beg pardon 
for these reflections, and shall now give you an account of our 
i^isit to the Black Nuns of Montreal. Their convent, the 
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Hotel Dieu, is situated in Pearl'fitreet, extending three hun* 
dred and twenty four feet in front, and four hundred sixty 
three feet in depth. The buildings are a hospital, a convent 
and a church. The institution is conducted by a superior 
and thirty six nuns. It was founded by Madam de Bouillon, 
in 1644, and in six years afterwards, the convent of Notre 
Dame was established by Mademoiselle Margaret de Bur- 
geois. The object of this institution is female instruction ; it 
is, in fact, an extensive boarding school, which sends out 
some of the sisterhood on the best of all missions, that of en- 
lightening the mind. The convent of Grey Sisters was 
founded in 1750, by Madam de Youville, as the refuge for 
the infirm poor, and invalids. It has also a department for 
those laboring under mental derangement. We had not suf- 
ficient time to examine particularly the two last mentioned 
institutions. The Black Nuns take their names from the col- 
or of their dress. The purposes to which they are dedicated 
are to heal the sick and comfort the dying. The French 
government was formerly very liberal to them, and did not 
forget them when they ceded the country to England ; but 
the revolution, in its fury, swept away this remembrance, as 
well as a thousand other sources of charity. These nuns, 
however, at the present time, have a fine land estate, and the 
province has frequently made them Uberal grants to assist them 
in the great work in which they are engaged. 

We were introduced by our friend, Mr. F., to several of 
the nuns of rank in the convent, as well as to the superior, to 
whom we had letters from Madam St. Ge rge of our city. 
We were shown the hospital, which contains a laboratory, 
dispensary and two large halls for the sick. In the first room, 
the nuns were preparing medicines, making extracts, decoc- 
tions, essences, and all that the apothecary could find a name 
for, which were afterwards placed in the dispensary, in the 
neatest manner : and this room made a fine appearance, al- 
though there were no blue or yellow waters, which make so 
great a show in our apothecary shops, when seen through glass 
vessels of exquisite clearness. The hall for male patients 
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was on the ground floor, and* notwithstanding it was excessive- 
ly warm in the streets that day, (July 16th, 1825,) yet, be- 
tween these massy walls of stone and lime, there was a re- 
freshing coobess ; the change of temperature was felt the in- 
stant we entered the room. Here these delicate women 
were seen exercising the skill of a physician, and the tender- 
ness and patience of a mother or wife, at a sick bed ; 
and tliese charities and tliis tenderness were bestowed, 
not upon kindred and friends, but upon humble beings, un- 
known to these sisters of charity before misfortunes and dis- 
ease had come upon them. Some of these wretched beings 
would have perished without such succor. Humble as they 
were, there were no hirelings about tlieir pillows — no ano- 
dynes were administered to them, that their nurses might en- 
joy unbroken slumbers — but every attention which wealth 
and affection could command in a populous city was . found 
here. The female apartment for the sick, was, if possible, 
still more convenifSnt, There was an air of taste and com- 
fort about everything in this room, which seemed to half cure 
disease at the first look of the means to do it. It often hap- 
pens, such are the accommodations for the sick here, that 
others than the poor and destitute come here to be healed, 
and leave the place, if not under pecuniary obligations, at 
least with a deep sense of gratitude for kind ofiices. I noti- 
ced one young woman lying on her bed, whom the nuns ap- 
proached with great affection and kindness, bringing every 
little delicacy to tempt a sickly appetite ; or now and then a 
small cup of cooling beverage, to moisten her parched lips ; 
and the nuns, as they sat by her side, or passed along on duty, 
often, in gentle tones, let fall sweet words of consolation to 
the sufferer. Even the soft western breeze, so reviving in 
that excessive heat, was not allowed to visit her directly, but 
its current was broken by a screen, round which the air was 
wafted on the balmy wings of love and healing. I learnt that 
this fair invalid had been there twice befqre, and had, in a 
good measure, recovered ; but it was all over with her now. 
The death tones of her voice — the preternatural illumi- 
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nations of her eye — the stedfast gaze — the sudden change 
to a. quick twinkling of those orbs-, from that fixed look — 
and, added to all, that saintly smile which was frequently 
seen on her lip, at every kindness, were, to my mind, irre- 
sistible proofs that her dissolution was near ; and it required 
but little imagination, at that moment, to think that some an- 
gel was then whispering — 

"Sister spirit, come away." 

Every thing in this institution was active, yet composed ; 
all were busy, but there was no bustling. Religion and char- 
ity, hand in hand, were walking their rounds of duty. There 
were no, repining beauties here, under thick veils, breathing 
half-smothered curses at parental cruelty. Nothing but the 
sanctity of the place to remind one of the Paraclete, nor of 

"Those deep solitudes, and awful cells, 

Where pleasing, heavenly contempIatkMl dwells, 
And ever-musing melancholy reigBs*** 

The costume of these nuns, is one of ease, and not destitute 
of grace. The large sleeves in any female dress, is generally 
becoming, and almost every dress is becoming, in which per- 
fect neatness is a striking feature. 

In a country Uke ours, where schools are established, hos- 
pitals erected, and provisions made by law, for the poor, 
there certainly is not the same necessity for such institutions 
as in countries destitute of these blessings. The public, 
however, may dismiss all apprehensions that they may have 
indulged respecting convents ; for they h^ve nothing in our 
country to support them, but their own intrinsic merit. The 
General and State governments give them no exclusive pro- 
tection. The tax gatherer or the bailiff may unlock their 
doors, and their sacred solitudes may be entered by the writ 
of habeas corpus, or a search warrant. Their virtues are 
alone their safety. The convents at New Orleans, Mount 
Carmel, Enimettsburg, Georgetown, and Boston, are active 
instruments, in wise and pure hands, for doing good. Of the 
convent of Ursuline nuns, established in this city, we can 
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speak with confidence. It has a singular and romantic origin. 
A native of Massachusetts, by the name of Thayer, a Pro- 
testant clergyman, became a convert to the Catholic faith, 
and in the fulness of his zeal in the cause he had espoused, 
he set out on a European tour, to collect, from eleemosina- 
ry contributions, a sum of money to establish a convent in 
Boston. The plan was ridiculed by some, and laughed at by 
others ; and even those most friendly to the undertaking, 
thought it a desperate one. Mr. Thayer, after making a col- 
lection of eight or ten thousand dollars, died, and left his 
funds, and the completion of his scheme, to the great and 
good Dr. Matignon. The funds were wisely and prudently 
managed by him, until the sum had nearly or quite daubled 
itself. At the death of Dr. Matignon, Bishop Cheverus be- 
came sole trustee, and set about carrying the intentions of his 
predecessors into effect, as far as he could. A piece of 
ground, next to the Catholic church, was purchased, and 
buildings were erected for the purpose, and taken possession 
of by several of the Ursuline nuns, and the order regulai'ly 
established by the R. C. Bishop of Boston. This was about 
six years since. A superior, and three or four more well edu- 
cated Ursuline nuns, began a school for the female children 
of the Catholic community, and have succeeded, by indefati- 
gable efforts, to spread a degree of intelligence amongst their 
. pupils, highly creditable to the establishment. The first su- 
perior and her sister died in the midst of their labors, and the 
convent is now under the care of a lady of rare accomphsh- 
ments, whose elegance of person, amenity of manners, and 
dignity of deportment, charm every mother that enters the 
convent. It is with all who know any thing of the institution, 
a subject of deep regret, that the convent buildings are not 
sufficiently extensive for carrying the whole plan into effect — 
which was, in addition to this common course of instuction, 
to have a high female school for Protestant as well as Catho- 
lic children, in which the most elevated and extensive branches 
of education might be taught. We hope the day for the com- 
pletion of such an institution, is not far distant. The superior 
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and her sister nuns are every way adequate to the task of such 
instruction. We need not fear the effects of such a school, 
nor anticipate the event that our daughters would be inclined 
to become nuns ; it is only once in a great while that such an 
inclination is discovered in our females, and then it should, 
after the preliminary trials, be indulged. In a country like 
thi3, where n^arriage is not restrained by arbitrary acts of the 
Legislature ; where the world is open for freedom of thought 
and action, for females as well as males, and where fashion 
and public opinion have such a controling influence, there is 
no danger that our fair ones will too readily take upon them 
the vow of single blessedness, ^' or hide their beauties in the 
convent^ 8 shade. ^' 



His (Sheridan Knowles) friends took him to a monastery, 
where he enjoyed the delightful spectacle of several hundreds 
of poor boys, occupied in receiving gratuitous instruction from 
the Friars — men, as he describes, of meek and modest de- 
portment. The schools were conducted on the Lancastrian 
principle — only the course was more extensive than what is 
usually adopted in the parent seminary and its branches. 
Several of the boys were far advanced in the classics and in 
mathematics. They all looked healthy and happy. There 
were bare feet enough to be sure^ as well as variegated coats ; 
but not a hand or a face that was not ' as clean as a new six- 
pence.' 

But what made the greatest impression upon him, was his 
visit to the Ursuline Convent ; which, he says, he no sooner 
entered than instead of the gloom and stillness which he an- 
ticipated, he saw nothing but cheerfulness — certainly se- 
date — and the bustle of business. The fair recluses were 
engaged in superintending the education of a number of young 
persons of their own sex. Every accomplishment, that could 
fit a young woman for gracefully entering the world, was 
taught there. He saw the most creditable specimens of draw- 
ing ; witnessed performances, both vocal and instrumental, of 
the very best description ; and was delighted at the proficien- 
5 
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cy of the pupils in geography, history, &c. &c. And there 
were little faces, fresh and clear with the satisfaction of health- 
ful occupation, pleasingly conducted — anything but the care 
and fag and weariness, which he had frequently remarked in 
the inmates of the lay boarding-school. 

Two of the sisterhood conducted him and his friends over 
the building — two unaffected, talented, and well-educated 
women. Nothing of the sombre about them, except the con- 
vent dress. Placid, polite, communicative — speaking and 
moving with the tongue and foot of life ! — the serenity of 
consummate satisfaction ! Nothing that indicated the feeling 
of a profession forced — an obligation regretted — a loss — a 
sacrifice ! Upon taking leave, one of the ladies, with whom 
Mr. Knowles more particularly conversed, remarked to him, 
that they were not unacquainted with his plays — that they in-, 
tended to have extracts from one of them — William Tell — 
recited at the approaching examination of their pupils. She 
understood, she said, that he was on the point of embarking 
for America. She wished him all prosperity, and would pray 
for his safety, and for his happiness, both temporal and eter- 
nal. She hoped he would not forget his native city — arid 
that, when he thought of it, he would also give a thought to 
the Ursuline Convent — and to the Recluse of the Rock ! 



Note. B. 

The following is an account of the amount of property of 
the Ursuline Community, by the Lady Superior. 

Our Community was founded by the Rev, John Thayer, 
a native of Salem, who left funds, in money, and some other 
property in School street, (Boston) all which, he put in the 
hands of Dr. Matignon, for the purpose of establishing the 
Ursuline Order, and no other ^ — in the New-England States, 
and in no other part^ giving the preference, however, to Sa- 
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lem, his native place, or to Newport. Dr. Matignon sold 
the properly in School street, put all the funds in the bank, 
and continued, year after year, adding the interest to the cap- 
ital. 

On his death, he transferred to the Archbishop of Bor- 
deaux, Rt. Rev. Dr. Chevreuse, the obligation imposed on 
him by Rev. Mr. Thayer. Bishop Chevreuse, therefore, 
purchased a piece of land^ and built a house, in Franklin 
street, near the Catholic Church. At that time, besides the 
house, &c. the funds in the bank, amounted to about eighteen 
thousand dollars. 

When Bishop Chevreuse was recalled to France, he left 
trustees of the property belonging to the Ursuline Community, 
the Archbishop of Baltimore, Dr. Taylor, and J. P. Cooke 
Esq. of Boston. The two former dying. Bishop Fenwick 
obtained from Mr. Cooke, with the consent of Bishop Chev- 
reuse a transfer of the entire property under the same trusts. 
In the year 1826, I, being Superior of this Community, with 
the approbation of the members, sold this property, in Frank- 
lin street, to Bishop Fenwick, for eight thousand dollars, and 
delivered into his hands, between seventeen and eighteen 
thousand dollars, the proceeds of the sale of the stocks, (which 
sum was quite unconnected with the eight thousand before spe- 
cified,) for the purpose of purchasing Mount Benedict, and 
building the Convent. The property of the Community, has 
been increased every year, by liberal donations of my rela- 
tions and friends, of at leastj $600 or more, each year ; and, 
at the destruction of the Convent, the loss, including that sus- 
tained by our pupils, cannot be valued at less than $40,000. 

The property belonged, equally, to each member of the 
Community, who was professed^ or in other words, engaged 
herself in the order, for life ; but no individual has, as yet> 
given any thing at her entrance into the Community, though 
all the choir religeuse have contributed to the comrriGn gcod of 
the order, by their education ; and the lay sister^^ by their 
exertions in the domestic concerns. 

The deeds were made out in the name of Mary Gathering 
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Wiseman ; but the property did not belong to her, more 
than to any other member of the Community. It was only 
by my wish, that her name was made use of ; and I selected 
her, as being an American citizen,^ and a native of the New 
England States. Catherine Wiseman before her death made 
a will, and bequeathed tliis property standing in her name to 
Benedict Fenwick, Bishop of Boston, Mary Barber and Eliza- 
beth Harrison, two of the sisterhood, all native citizens, in 
trust for the Ursuline Community, and so the property now 
stands. 

By the will of Mr. Thayer, the property was to belong 
sokly to the Ursuline Community ; and those who would 
have come after us, would have had as much right to it as 
ourselves. I, as Superior of the Community, am the present 
proprietor, acting for, and in concert with the members : but 
when I die, this privilege is transferred to the one who suc- 
ceeds me, and she enjoys the same right, as/uZZy, and as just- 
ly, as I now do. 

I have been, eleven years, Superior of this Community, 
and, during that time have, myself^ regulated all its concerns, 
and had the entire management of every thing, connected with 
its internal and external affairs. I never have been under 
the control of any Bishop or Priest, nor is it the case with 
any Convent, in any part of the world. No other Ursuline 
Order, mterferes with ours. The Superior of each Religious 
Community, and the members of whicli the Community is 
composed, are distinct and independent, as are any seminaries 
of instruction in the United States. 



Note. C. 

In compliance with a request from the Committee of In- 
vestigation of citizens of Boston, and as a tribute to truth and 
justice, I certify, that for two years and a half prior to the 
destruction of the Convent in Charlestown, in August last, I 
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had under my charge a young lady from the South, who was 
prosecuting her education at that Seminary. From all that I 
observed in frequent visits, and learnt in conversation with my 
ward, I fully believe, that the highly respectable Superior and 
Sisters of the Ursuline Community excelled in attention to 
the health and manners of the pupils, were uniformly kind and 
unceasingly devoted to their moral and intellectual improve- 
ment, and inculcated upon their minds, both by precept and 
example, the virtues which are the pecuUar ornamwits of the 
female character. 

No reserve nor secresy were ever enjoined or expected 
from the pupils ; nor had I ever the least suspicion, that the 
Ladies of that Community had any thing which they could 
wish to conceal. 

Among the pupils were children of both Protestant and 
CathoUc parents. But I never had the least reason to sus- 
pect, that any effort was ever made to seduce the Protestant 
children from their faith. On the contrary, I have understood 
and fully believe, that the Superior and Sisters inculcated 
upon that portion of the scholars those principles only which 
are held in common by all christians, and that they particular- 
ly discouraged the Catholic children from conversing on their 
peculiar religious tenets with their Protestant schoolmates. 

What recommended the Seminary to me, in addition to the 
character of the instructers wefre, its retirement so favorable 
to study, the spacious accommodations of the interior and 
grounds, which permitted the young ladies to prosecute the 
ornamental as well as the elementary and essential parts of 
education, and the vigilant eye which was constantly kept 
over the children, both in school, and during the hours of re- 
laxation from study. 

The intolerant and lawless spirit which marked the destruc- 
tion of that building, the ferocious attack at midnight upon its 
occupants, resting for protection only on Heaven and their in- 
nocence, and the vile slanders which have since been circu- 
lated respecting this religious family, are equally unworthy of 
oiur age and country, and hostile to the spirit of our civil and 
religious institutions. One,G)a0s of christians is, with us, as 
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much entitled to the protection of the law as any other, and 
happily, no one may claim the pre-eminence. There is need 
too, I consider, of the united efforts of the sincere and virtu- 
ous of all denominations, to promote the common cause of re- 
ligion, good manners, and the reign of the law. 

PETER O. THACHER. 

Boston^ September 1, 1834. 

Numerous reports having been circulated in the communi- 
ty respecting the Convent at Charles town, calculated to cre- 
ate prejudices against that institution, and injurious to the 
characters of the ladies who composed it ; the subscribers, 
parents and guardians of children who have heretofore been 
placed there for instruction, impelled by a sense of justice to 
those ladies, as well as gratitude to them for their unwearied 
labors and cares for the education and happiness of the pupils 
under their charge, do hereby solemnly declare our entire dis- 
belief of any and all the stories affecting the humane, religious 
and moral character of the nuns belonging to the Ursuline 
Convent — which stories industriously circulated and eagerly 
believed by certain portions of the people, were used before- 
hand to effect the destruction of that establishment, by a law- 
less and brutal mob, and since, to justify or palliate the 
shameful act ; — many of these calumnies we believe to be 
merely the suggestions of base or prejudiced minds^ without the 
shadow of foundation in fact ; — some have originated in igno- 
rance,, religious bigotry or fanaticism, and others in the fabri- 
cations of a certain female, who had received only benefits at 
the hands of the Ursulines. 

If she be not insane, which is the most charitable supposi- 
tion, her ingratitude and lies exhibit a depravity of heart, 
which has rarely been paralleled. Our interest and our duty- 
has required of us to ascertain the truth of these reports. It 
was important to us not to deceive ourselves, or to be deceiv- 
ed by others in a matter where the character and happiness 
of our children were concerned, and we have perfectly satis- 
fied ourselves, that the Ursuline Community at Charlestown, 
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was what it professed to be, a religious and virtuous commu- 
nity, who had abandoned the vanities of the world, and de- 
voted themselves to the service of God and their fellow crea- 
tures and that their lives were pure and holy. We have 
visited the Convent frequently, — and have seen the inmates 
with all necessary freedom — we had heard the accounts of 
what passed there from the children, and nothing has transpir- 
ed but what has served to create feelings of esteem, respect 
and kindness towards the institution and its members. No 
proselyte was ever made of a Protestant pupil as far as we 
know, and we have never heard of any attempt to influence 
the peculiar religious tenets in which the pupils had been 
brought up. Those great truths of religion, which are com- 
mon to most christian sects, and those principles of pure and 
exalted virtue, which are approved by all, were inculcated by 
example as well as by precept. The school was in our opin- 
ion of the first order of excellence, and the terms were so 
moderate, as to bring it within the means of persons of the 
middling classes, and to show that profit was not the leading 
purpose of the establishment. That such a community should 
have had their rights of habitation, of person and property, 
violated in the manner they were, is not only an injury to the 
public, but affords melancholy evidence of the ignorance, in- 
tolerance and depravity of the people among whom it could 
take place, and that the laws of the land do not afibrd that se- 
curity to the rights of individuals which we had hitherto sup- 
posed. 

If our testimony shall have any effect towards enlightening 
the public, by exciting inquiry among those who honestly 
seek the truth, justice may be ultimately done to the character 
of the much injured Ursulines and the object of this commu- 
nication will be attained. 

SAMUEL P. P. FAY, 
LEVI THAXTER, 
WILLIAM COTTING, 
I. PETERS, 
S. K. WILLIAMS. 
September 3, 1834. ^ . 
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Milton Hill^ September 4, 1834. 

To Richard S. Fay, Esq. 

Sir : — In compliance with the wishes of the Investigating 
Committee of Boston, to hear the sentiments of the parents 
and guardians of the children who^were placed at the Ursuline 
Community, upon its merits as a school, and as the abode of 
quiet, unostentatious virtue ; and to know, whether sectarian 
doctrines have been taught to the children, and whether they 
ever heard or saw any cruelty or unkindness inflicted upon the 
children, or by the Ursulines upon each other ; I reply, 
that I was entirely satisfied with the school, and believe it to 
have been administered, kindly, morally, and intelligently. 
For more than a year previous to placing my children at that 
institution, I examined anxiously every source of information 
respecting it ; I learned from all the persons whom I had an 
opportunity to consult, whose children or friends had been 
placed there, that there was every cause of perfect confidence 
in that Community. I have known from various parts of the 
country, former pupils who have spoken of it with affection 
and respect — and I have from my own observation, been 
perfectly satisfied that the pupils received the utmost care 
from the conscientious solicitude of the Community. I be- 
lieve that their retired and regular habits of study form in the 
pupils, a pure and solid character. I have understood that no 
attempt was made to influence their religious tenets ; the 
children were permitted to attend worship in the chapel, or 
to decline it, if the parents wished ; I have never known any 
punishments but loss of rank in the classes, or admonition ; I 
have been satisfied that the discipline was mild and parental ; 
and from the testimony of the pupils, the Ladies of tha Com- 
munity live in perfect union and harmony. From all that I 
have seen, and weighing all that I have heard, it would be my 
earnest wish that my children might be educated by them. 

I may be exceeding the wishes of the Committee, to ex- 
press any further comments upon the late outrage upon the 
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Ursulines. I had^ but one child present at the firing of the 
Convent, my two elder children were absent with me on a dis- 
tant journey, had they been present, the shock upon the delicate 
temperament of one of them, might have been fatal. The 
self-devoted intelligence of the Lady who presides over the 
mstitution, during that frightful night deserves from every 
mother the deepest gratitude and respect, it is this rare merit 
which has so eminently qualified her for the responsible sta- 
tion she holds there. 

We do not belong to the Catholic Church. 

With respect, your obedient servant, 

LYDIA SMITH RUSSELL. 

Boston, Sept. 3, 1834. 

Dear Sir : — Your favor of Monday, respecting the Ur- 
suline Community, came to hand last evening. 

I consider the institution a very good one, and a first rate 
school, where the pupils are taught every thing consistent with 
a good moral education. 

Sectarian doctrines are not introduced in any degree, eve- 
ry thing about the institution is conducted (to all appearance) 
with the most perfect order and harmony. 

In haste, yours, &c. 

S. WILLIS. 
To. R. S. Fay, Esq. 

P. S. I am not, nor have ever been a Catholic. 

Boston, Sept. 4, 1834. 
R. S. Fay, Esq. 

Dear Sir : — Yours of the first inst. is at hand. In reply 
to your request for an expression of my sentiments in regard 
to the character of the Ursuline Community at Charlestown, 
I would observe that at the time the buildings occupied by 
that Community were so wantonly destroyed, I had two daugh- 
ters there attending the school, their ages eleven and thirteen 
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years ; — for six months previous to sending my children to the 
school, I look every opportunity of gaining information re- 
specting it, and so uniform were the statements in its favor, I 
determined and accordingly did put them there on the 20th 
of last May, my children inform me that they were very kind- 
ly treated by the Ursulines, and they have no doubt or reason 
to believe that any of the other children under their charge 
experienced different treatment. The instructors never at- 
tempted to introduce or instill their own views of religion into 
the minds of the scholars. 

On the Sabbath, the Protestant children, embracing much 
the largest proportion of the school, usually were assembled 
together to Protestant prayers and read to them by some one 
of the older scholars, and a portion of Scriptures committed 
to memory. No secrecy was ever enjoined on them. 

Yours, very respectfully, 

HALL J. HOW. 

P. S. I would inform you that I am not a Catholic. 

Boston Sept. 3, 1834. 
R. S. Fay, Esq. 

Dear Sir: — Yours of the 1st is before me. Mrs. 
Houghton had two sisters at the Convent at the time of the 
riot. They had been under the care of the institution about 
seven or eight months. 

Their improvement gave us perfect satisfaction. Consid- 
ering the safety of the pupils, their freedom from temptations 
of every kind, the purity of morals taught, with the great de- 
votion of the nuns to the general welfare of the scholars, in- 
duced us to esteem it as one of the best institutions in this 
community. 

No attempt was made to impress the minds of our sisters 
with the peculiar reUgion of the Convent ; and the young la- 
dies inform us that they never knew an instance of the nuns 
attempting to influence the minds of pupils upon doctrinal 
points ; or in any way interfering with their previous religious 
sentiments. 
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AD the young ladies we have conversed with, agree in stat- 
ing that they never saw or heard of any thing Uke severe pun- 
ishment, much less cruelty, inflicted on any of the scholars ; 
and they further state, that they never saw anything but the 
most friendly and afl^ectionate intercoiu'se between the nuns. 

I am nof a Catholic. 

Your ob't serv't, 

N. HOUGHTON. 

Boston^ Sept. 4, 1834. 

Dear Sir : — It is with pleasure that I comply with the 
request of the Committee of Investigation, appointed by the 
citizens of Boston, in expressing my sentiments in regard to 
the school of the Ursuline Community. My eldest daughter at- 
tended that seminary about two and a half years, prior to the 
burning of the Convent. The teachers have been uniformly 
kind and unceasingly devoted to the moral and intellectual im- 
provement, and are not excelled in their attention to the 
health, tempers, and manners of the children. No sectarian 
doctrines are taught to the children, and my daughter informs 
me that she never saw any unkindness or cruelty inflicted up- 
on the children, or by the Ursulines upon each other ; on the 
contrary, it is strictly the quiet abode of unostentatious virtue. 
If there is purity in any human beings, I beUeve it to be in 
these excellent women, the teachers of this school, the sisters 
of the order of St. Ursuline. My child was taken ill at the 
Convent, last summer, with the scarlet fever, and during 
that dangerous illness, she was nursed with unwearied care 
and kindness, which few can receive even at the hand of a 
mother. The goodness of all to her, and particularly sister 
Mary Clair, in whose immediate charge she was during her 
sickness, will always be rememberd with feelings of deep grat- 
itude, and a sense of obligation which can never be repaid. 
While my child was sick, Mrs. Bullard visited the Convent 
daily, and had free access to her and to any part of the Con- 
vent, several rooms of which she did visit, and this by parti- 
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cular invitation of the Lady Superior. With the exception of 
this sickness, my child has uniformly enjoyed good health, I 
think it decidedly the best institution in this country for the 
education of female youth. 

Respectfully, yours, &c. 

SILAS BULLARD. 

N. B. I am not a Catholic. 

S. B. 

Richard S. Fay, Esq. 

Dear Sir : — I have delayed answering your note of the 
first mstant in order to give my family an opportunity to ex- 
press their opinions of the Ursuline Institution, and its merits, 
and as they are herewith enclosed I shall make no comments. 
If you wish my own opinion, I can only say, that until I was 
acquainted with the school, I had the same prejudices against 
it that seems too generally to prevail now, but since I have 
placed my two daughters there, I have had occasion to visit the 
Institution frequently ; and my wife has visited more often than 
myself, and we have always returned from it with the highest 
opinion of its merits as a school for the education of young la- 
dies, as they seemed so amiable and happy and perfectly con- 
tented. Until the Saturday previous to the riot, my wife visited 
the school, and my eldest daughter expressed fears to remain 
and wanted to return home, on account of tlie reports, that the 
buildings were to be destroyed ; her fears were quieted, as 
.^ being without a cause^ and on Monday night it proved too 

true. I have always found it to all appearance a place of un- 
impeachable virtue, and have never heard of any questions 
asked respecting religious tests, and I am fully persuaded 
that they use no such influence in the school, whatever their 
pecidtar mode of worship may be among themselves. As to 
cruelty to the pupils or teachers I have never heard any thing 
and if people knew the teachers, they would not harbor such a 
thought. I sent my children to this school because I had 
heard of its merits, and I have not been disappointed. My 
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daughters have made great improvement, and are now anxious 
to return to school. I am not a Catholic nor do I expect to 
be. I sent my children because I thought and srtiff think it 
stood among the first schools in the country, and the country 
will suffer by its loss. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

THOMAS WHITMARSH. 

Wednesday Evenings Sept. Sd^ 1834. 

N. B. I hope the same opportunity has been given to ex- 
press their views, to those who have circulated unfavorable 
reports, in order that the facts may be fully made known. 

T. W. 

Charlestown^ Sept. 3, 1834. 

Dear Sir : — Your favor of September 1st has been duly 
received and agreeably to your request I feel it both a duty 
and a pleasure to communicate any thing that I may know as 
a parent, in relation to the Ursuline Community. I shall 
simply state such facts as are known to me as truths, unbiased 
by prejudice and unawed by fear. I know that rumour with 
its thousand tongues has been spreading its deadly, poison and 
that the ignorant and unprincipled, influenced by revenge and 
jealousy have aimed a fatal blow at the religious Sisters of the 

Ursuline Community. In the winter of 1828, after Mrs. 

had given up her school, where I had my daughter placed, I 
was desirous of procuring another in a retired, healthy situa- 
tion where she would constantly have the precepts and exam- 
ples of virtuous well educated ladies. After examining 
many of the plans in our first seminaries for the education of 
young ladies, I could not find one more congenial to my 
views, or as I then thought, and now think, better calculated 
for the moral and intellectual improvement of my daughter 
than the Convent. Early in the spring of 1828 I accordingly 
placed her at the school under the care of the Lady Superior 
and the Sisters of the Community, for the purpose of having 
her instructed in all the useful and ornamental branches of 
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fei^ale education. She remained at this school three years 
and a half. During that time she could have left at any mo- 
ment, by giving proper notice, for any other school she might 
have preferred. I always had free access as a visitor during 
her residence at the Convent. I never saw any thing but the 
most perfect harmony among the sisters as well as the pupils, 
every thing wore tlie appearance of neatness, regularity, and 
order. I never saw any thing that looked like unkindness or 
cruelty ; but on the other hand the pupils always appeared to 
he treated with the utmost tenderness and affection, the ladies 
.•always endeavoring to do away every thing that looked like 
«nvy or jealousy in the school, by cultivating the most be- 
nevolent feelings of love and charity, with a view of teaching 
ithem their duty to God and each other. 

I am not a Catholic, nor do I wish to have my daughter in- 
structed in the Catholic religion. This I freely stated to the 
Superior when my daughter first entered the Convent. She 
fully assured me that her mind should be left perfectly free as 
to her religious opinions, and I do most sincerely believe that 
in no one instance she was ever influenced by the Superior to 
become a proselyte to the Catholic rehgion. It has been an 
established rule to have the young ladies attend the services 
of the Catholic Church in the Chapel. For a time, my 
daughter as well as other young ladies living in Charlestown, 
had the privilege of coming home to spend the Sabbath, but 
this I did not think expedient ; for this arrangement must di- 
rectly or indirectly interfere with the devotions of the religious 
sisters, when a part of the scholars were to be prepared to 
leave and a part to remain in the Convent. I think myself it 
is far better for the young ladies to remain in the once quiet and 
peaceable walls of the Convent and read their Bibles and hear 
such religious instruction as was within their reach, than to be 
walking the streets or visiting their friends. I cannot close 
this epistle in justice to the Lady Superior and the sisters 
without mentioning with gratitude their many acts of kindness 
to my daughter. During her residence at the Convent she 
had a most severe illness where she received every attention 
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that the most devoted friends could bestow by night as well 
as by day from the sisters. I have endeavored to give my 
views of the Ursuline Community so far as I have been con- 
nected with its inmates, and I hope that justice will be done 
them for the cruel wrongs they have suffered. 

I remain, with due respect, yours, &c. 

C. BALDWIN. 

Watertown, Sept. 4, 1834. 

Dear Sir: — I received your letter of the 1st inst, last 
evening, and now cheerfully give you such information as I 
possess relative to the late Ursuline Community, at Charles- 
town. About four years since, having a daughter then about 
12 years of age, whom I wished to place at some respectable 
school, I was induced from hearing this institution spoken of 
in terms of high commendation, to place my child under the 
care of the Superior. She entered the Convent in February, 
1831, and continued there until April 1832. On the 1st 
December last, she again returned to the Convent, accompa- 
nied by a younger sister, then about 12 years of age, and both 
were in the Convent, when the recent unpai'alleled and bar- 
barous outrage was committed, from whence they providen- 
tially escaped with their lives, loosing all their effects, save a 
few clothes caught up on the instant, to cover their persons. 
During those periods, the proficiency of my children in their 
various studies and pursuits were quite satisfactory. I believe 
they were ever treated with the greatest kindness and atten- 
tion, having all their wants strictly attended to, and especially 
in sickness, watched over and attended with the most delicate 
tenderness and sympathy. They have ever appeared strong- 
ly attached to the Superior, and the other ladies who gave 
them mstruction, and attended to their behavior. They 
have never complained of any severity, or unreasonable re- 
stramts, and they assure me that they never witnessed any. 
thing but kindness from any individual of the Community to- 
wards any of the scholars ; and that among the sisterhood there 
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always appeared to exist the most perfect harmon^y and affec- 
tion. I am satisfied that not the slightest attempt has ever 
been made to instil into their minds any principles peculiar to 
the Catholic religion — on the contrary, I believe that every 
thing was scrupulously avoided that might have any tendency to 
attract their attention to it. They inform me that the Superior 
always restrained the Catholic children, even from conversing 
with the others on the subject of their religion. The strict- 
est attention has always been paid to the moral conduct of the 
children, every exertion made to cultivate habits of industry, 
and to instil into their minds the charms of truih, and the 
(beauty and importance of a virtuous life. I visited my 'children 
while at the Convent, as often as once in two weeks, and wit- 
nessed their hilarity and cheerfubess in their hours of recrea- 
tion, have often seen them abroad, upon the grounds of the 
Convent, in company with their teachers, and noticed with 
pleasure the familiar and affectionate intimacy that appeared to 
subsist betwen them. I have frequently seen and conversed 
with the Superior and several of the other ladies of the Insti- 
tution, and have always admired the simplicity and elegance 
of their department^ modest demeanor, affable and unassum- 
ing manners, and sure I am that every one will admit, who 
has the pleasure of their acquaintance, that they are ladies of 
the first education, superior intelligence and highly cultivated 
minds. It may be thought that I possess strong preposses- 
sions in favor of this Institution. If I do, they are imbibed 
from observation, a beUef in the superiority and purity of its 
character, and the advantages and kindnesses that my children 
> have received from its inmates. I think however that I shall 

hazard nothing in the assertion that no parent who wishes^ 
his daughters to be instructed in the various branches of use- 
ful and ornamental education can place them from then* homes, 
in any situation with more perfect assurance, that they will 
meet with affectionate and kind treatment, and receive every 
attention conducive to their improvement, happiness, health 
and morals, than at this institution. I entertain no sentiments 
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peculiarly favorable to the Catholics or their religion, and those 
who know me, I am sure, will not be very ready to believe 
that I ever shall. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 

LEVI THAXTER. 
Richard S. Fat, Esq. 

P. S. I requested my eldest daughter to give me her sen- 
timents of the Convent and its inmates in her own language 
upon paper, which she has done. I have thought proper to 
inclose it, which you are at liberty to use if it will answer any 
good purpose, as you may think expedient. 



Boston^ Sept, 5, 1834. 

Dear Sir : — In compliance with your request, I would 
inform you that in April of 1833, after due inquiry I became 
satisfied of the merits of the Ursuline School and of its free- 
dom firom sectarian influences and accordingly placed my 
daughter there, and during an intimate acquaintance with the 
institution since that time, have never had occasion to change 
my opinion of its character. 

Myself and family have visited the school freely, whenever 
we thought proper, and have always found the intercourse 
subsisting between the pupils and their teachers, such as coUld 
only have proceeded from uniformly kind and tender treat- 
ment, and I believe no domestic circle was ever more happy 
or more united in the bonds of love. 

The Instructresses have always inculcated, both by precept 
and example, the cultivation of kind and obliging dispositions, 
a strict regard for truth, and a high respect for the simple 
principles of the Christian Religion, with an unceasing zeal 
which gave the strongest proof of their own habitual and un- 
ostentatious virtue. 

As I am not a Catholic, my connection with the school 
was begun and continued only from the belief that it possessed^ 
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on many accounts, superior advantages over any other similar 
institution with which I have ever been acquainted. 

Yours, &c. 

JAMES PAGE. 

It is due to the much abused Ursulines to say that the above 
testimonials are a few only of the many received, all speaking 
the same language and written in the same spirit. 



Note 5. 

The following is the account of the transaction in the Bos- 
ton Daily Advertiser, which appeared the day after the de- 
struction of the Convent. 

Disgraceful Outrage. — We are called on to record 
one of the most scandalous acts of popular violence, which 
was ever perpetrated in this community. We announced in 
a postscript to our last paper, dated at a quarter past 1 o'clock 
yesterday morning, that the Ursuline Convent, at Charles- 
town, was then in flames, having been set on fire by a mob 
assembled for the purpose. The Convent is situated on 
Moimt Benedict, at the distance of about a mile from the cen- 
tral portion of Charlestown, and two or three miles from this 
City. The principal building was an edifice of brick, about 
eighty feet in length, and four stories high. Among the other 
buildings were a farm house and cottage. The inmates of the 
Convent were the Lady Superior, five or six Nuns, three female 
attendants, and from fifty to sixty children, placed there by their 
friends, principally Protestants, for the purposes of instruc- 
tion. 

At a little after 11 o'clock on Monday night, an alarm of 
fire was given in this City andjthe neighboring towns, produced 
by the burning of several tar barrels in the neighborhood of 
the Convent. It appears that this must have been a precon- 
certed signal, for assembling, among the mass of citizens who 
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i^uld be collected, a large number who had entered into a 
combination for the destruction of the Convent. A party of 
fifty to a hundred persons, or perhaps more, disguised by fan- 
tastic dresses and painted faces, assembled before the Con- 
vent, and after warning: the inmates who had all retired to 
rest, by loud noises and threats of violence to make their 
escape, proceeded to make an actual assauh upon the house. 
The ladies of the Convent, alarmed by these threats of vio- 
lence, immediately awoke the children under their charge, and 
with them retreated from the rear of the house through the 
garden and made their escape to some of the neighboring 
dwellings. The assailants pressed the evacuation of the house 
with such haste, that it is said they laid violent hands on the 
Lady Superior, to hasten her movements. The distress and 
terror of the scene were heightened by the solicitude of the 
Nuns for one of their number, who is confined to her bed by 
a disease from which she is not expected to recover. The 
assailants forced open the doors and windows of the Convent, 
carried most of the furniture, among which were three piano* 
fortes, a harp, and other musical instruments, into the yard, 
and then destroyed it. At about half past 12 o'clock they set 
fire to the building, in the second story, and in a short time 
it was entirely destroyed. 

A great number of persons were assembled at the spot, and 
were witnesses of these transactions. We are unable to ac- 
count for it, that no measures were taken to repress them. 
We do not learn that any magistrate or police ofiicer came 
upon the ground. Several fire companies from this City, 
from Charlestown, and from Cambridge, repaired to the scene 
on the first alarm, and when they ascertained the cause of the 
alarm, a part of them returned home. A number of tlie fire 
companies however were present during the conflagration, and 
the efiectual measures which were taken to suppress it, ap- 
pear to have been overruled by the great number of persons 
assembled, many of them evidently from a distance, for the 
apparent purpose of encouraging and aiding the work of de- 
struction. 
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Besides the Nunnery several other buildings belonging to 
the establishment were also burnt. The fire was deliberately 
communicated to the Chapel, to the Bishop's Lodge, the 
Stables and the Old Nunnery, a large wooden building situ- 
ated at a short distance from tlie others. It is asserted also, 
that the cemetery was opened, and its contents taken out 
and exposed to view. The work of destruction was continu- 
ed until day light, when the mob dispersed. Of the pecuniary 
value of the property thus destroyed, we cannot give any ac- 
curate estimate. It is supposed to have cost from 50 to 100,- 
000 dollars. It is stated that there was insurance against fire 
at the American Office, on the Nunnery for jjjl 2,000, and on 
the furniture for $2,00Q ; on a policy however not protecting 
the property against outrages of this kind. 

Having thus described as accurately as we are able this act 
of lawless violence, we find it difficult to account for the ex- 
citement which has caused it, and still more so to find any fact$ 
which can serve as an apology for the act, or any palliation 
of its enormities. We will, however, relate the circumstan- 
ces which have led to it, as far as we are able to ascertain 
them. 

In one of the papers of Friday last, it was stated that great 
excitement prevailed in Charlestown, in consequence of the 
mysterious disappearance of a young lady at the nunnery : and 
the following was given as an accurate account of the circum- 
stances, as far as the editor could ascertain them. That the 
young lady had been sent to the Nunnery to complete her ed- 
ucation, and became so pleased with the place and its inmates, 
as to be induced to take the black veil ; that she subsequent- 
ly became dissatisfied, and made her escape from the institu- 
tion, but was afterwards persuaded to return, being told that 
if she would continue but three weeks longer, she would be 
honorably discharged : that, at the expiration of that period, 
her friends called for her, but she was not to be found. This 
statement was copied into another paper of the following 
day, accompanied with a declaration, given on the authority 
of Bishop Fenwick, that it was unfounded. It was added, 
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that the Bishop would probably lay before the public the facts 
of the case on Monday ; in the mean time, the editor stated 
that the excitement was occasioned by the language of a Sis- 
ter of the Convent, who was an invalid, and had been for some 
time deprived of her reason by brain fever. The same paper 
of Monday observed, that considerable excitement continued 
to exist, notwithstanding what had been stated on the authori- 
ty of Bishop Fenwick, on Saturday : that the editor expect- 
ed to have been able to lay before the public the facts of the 
case, on the authority of the Bishop, but had since learned 
that he, understanding that a gentleman of Charlestown, re- 
siding near the Convent, and who was not a Catholic, having; 
mterested himself in the matter, and being satisfied that none 
of the rumors which occasioned the excitement were true^ 
proposed to make a public statement, had preferred to let the 
facts be given to the public by one who could not be accused 
of partiality, and had accordingly waited for that gentleman's 
statement. Having heretofore made no allusion to these ru- 
mors, we have thought it expedient to state what has already 
been published in regard to them. They may have had some 
share in producing the riot, but we are inclined to believe 
that it is principally to be attributed to more remote causes. 

It may be proper here to quote two statements, the first of 
which appeared in the Morning Po^t, and the latter in the 
Gazette of yesterday, after the occurrence of the transactions 
which we have above related. 

« 

Mr. Editor — Some excitement having been created in 
this vicinity, by misrepresentations that have come before the 
public, in relation to the disappearance of a young lady of the 
Nunnery in this place, I deem it proper for me to state cer- 
tain facts that are in my possession respecting the affair. 

On the afternoon of Monday, the 28th ult., the lady in 
question came to my house, appeared to be considerably agi- 
tated, and expressed her wish to be conveyed to the residence 
of an acquaintance in West Cambridge. I lent her my as- 
sistance ; and, on the succeeding day, I called with the pur- 
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pose of inquiring for the causes which induced her to leave 
the Institution — I was informed that she had returned to the 
Nunnery in company with the Bishop, with a promise that she 
should be permitted lo leave in two or three weeks, if it was 
her wish. Since that time, various rumours have been in 
circulation, calculated to excite the public mind, and to such 
an extent as induced me to attempt to ascertain their founda- 
tion ; accordingly, on Saturday, the 9th instant, I called at 
the Nunnery, and requested of the Superior, an interview 
with the lady referred to. I obtained it ; and was informed 
by her, that she was at liberty to leave the Institution at any 
time she chose. The same statement was also made by the 
Superior, who farther remarked, that, in the present state of 
public feeling, she should prefer to have her leave. 

As it has been currently reported that the lady was not to 
be found, to allay the excitement in consequence of it, I have 
thought the above statement due to the public. 

EDWARD CUTTER, 

Charlestownj Jlug. 11, 1834. 



TO THE PUBLIC. 

Whereas, erroneous statements have appeared in the 
public papers, intimating that the liberty of a young lady was 
improperly and unlawfully restrained at the Convent in this 
town, and believing that isaid publications were intended to 
excite the public mind against that Institution, and might re- 
sult in unpleasant or serious consequences, the Selectmen 
considering it their duty to endeavor to allay any such ex- 
citement, have at the request of the Government of the In- 
stitution, fully examined irito the circumstances of the case, 
and were conducted by the lady in question throughout the 
premises, and into every apartment of the place — the whole 
of which is in good order, and nothing appearing to them to 
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be in the least objectionable ; and they have the satisfaction 
to assure the public, that there exists no cause of complaint 
on the part of said female, as she expresses herself to be en- 
tirely satisfied with her present situation, it being that of her 
own choice, and that she has no desire or wish to alter it. 



THOMAS HOOPER, 
ABIJAH MUNROE, 
SAMUEL POOR, 
STEPHEN WILEY, 
JOHN RUNEY, 



>- Selectmen, 



Charlestouon^ Jlugust 11, 1834. 



Note. D. 

Extract from the Boston Investigating Committee Report j de- 
tailing the destruction of the Convent, pp. 9 to 13. 

For some time previous to the 11th day of August, the 
excitement of the public mind had become so great in 
Charlestown, that the destruction of the Convent was the sub- 
ject of frequent threats and conversation, and on the preced- 
ing day inflammatory handbills had been posted. 

There can be no doubt that a conspiracy had been formed, 
extending into many of the neighboring towns, but the Com- 
mittee are of opinion that it embraced very few of respecta- 
ble character in society : though, some such may perhaps be 
accounted guilty of an offence, no less heinous, morally con- 
sidered, in having excited the feelings wliich led to the design, 
or countenanced and instigated those engaged in its execution. 
And there is reason to believe, that those who had determin- 
ed on the destruction of the building, were induced to an ear- 
lier accomphshment of their purpose than was originally in- 
tended, by a pubhcation in the Mercantile Journal, headed 

Mysterious," (afterwards copied into other papers) which) 
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It appears, was inserted by the news-gatherer of that journal, 
without other authority than the idle gossip then prevalent m 
Charlestown, (the falsehood of which, might have been ascer- 
tained at any time, by a walk of a few miniutes from the office 
to the proper place of inquiry :) and also by a knowledge 
that the Selectmen had made their investigation, and the ap- 
prehension that a publication of its results, might, by allaying 
the principal cause of the excitement, prevent its execution. 

Soon after sunset, several persons were seen at the gate of 
the avenue, leading from the road to tlie Convent, and on be- 
ing inquired of, concerning the reason of being there, gave 
evasive and impertinent answers ; but there was nothing in 
their language or numbers which led to the belief that a seri- 
ous riot was to be apprehended. Immediate information, 
however, was given of the fact, to one or more of the Select- 
men, and assurances was made in reply that no danger could 
he possibly anticipated. 

Soon after 9 o'clock, the rioters began to assemble in con- 
siderable numbers, arriving on foot and in waggons from dif- 
ferent quarters ; and a party of about forty or fifty, proceed- 
ed to the front of the building, using violent and threatening 
language ; they were addressed by the lady at the head of the 
establishment, who, desiring to know their wishes, was repli- 
ed to, that they wanted to see the person alleged to be se- 
creted ; she answered, that their Selectmen had that day vis- 
ited the house, and could give iliem satisfactory information, 
and that any of them, on calling the next day at a suitable 
hour^ might see for themselves ; at the same time remonstrat- 
ing against such violation of the peace, and of the repose of 
so many children of their most reputable citizens. 

Shortly afterwards, the same, or another party, with in- 
creased numbers, approached the Convent, using still more 
threatening and much gross and indecent language ; the lady, 
abov6 referred to, again addressed them in terms of remon- 
strance and reproach, and desired to know whether none of 
their Selectmen were present ; some of them replied that one 
was there, mentioning his name ; he then came forward and 



67 

announced his presence, stating that he was there for the pur- 
pose of defending her. She inquired whether he had procur- 
ed the attendance of any others of the Board ; and upon be- 
ing answered in the negative, replied that she would not trust 
the establishment to his protection, and that if he came there 
to protect them, he should show it by taking measures to dis- 
perse the mob. 

It appears from various testimony, that he did attempt to 
dissuade the rioters from their design, by assurances that the 
Selectmen had seen the Nun who was supposed to have been 
secreted, and that the stories reported concerning her were 
untrue — but his assertions drew forth only expressions of 
distrust and insult. The mob continued upon the ground 
with much noise and tumult, and were in that state left by this 
Magistrate, who returned home and retired to bed. 

At about eleven o'clock, a bonfire was kindled on the land 
of Alvah Kelly, adjoining that of the eastern boundary of the 
Convent, and distant about two hundred and seventy yards 
from the building, the fences of which were taken for the 
purpose ; this is beHeved to have been a concerted signal for 
the assembling of all concerned in the plot* 

The bells were then rung as for an alarm of fire in Charles- 
town and in this City, and great multitudes arrived from all 
quarters. Upon this alarm, the Magistrate above mentioned, 
arosb and proceeded to procure the attendance of others of 
the Selectmen. In the mean time, the Charlestown engines 
and some from Boston had arrived, one of the latter of which, 
passing those of Charlestown, which had halted opposite the 
bonfire, immediately proceeded into the avenue leading to the 
Convent, where her arrival was greeted with a shout from 
some of the rioters upon the hill and among the shrubbery, 
many of whom seizing hold of the rope, proceeded with her 
up the avenue, around the circular walk to the front of the 
building, when the attack was instantly commenced by the 
breaking of fences, and the hurling of stones and clubs against 
the windows and doors. Upon this the engine, by the order of 
its commander, w as immediately carried down into the road and 
8 
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stationed opposite the gate, where it remained during the 

night.* 

At the time of this attack upon the Convent there were 

within its walls about sixty female children and ten adults ; 
one of whom was in the last stages of pulmonary consump- 
tion, another suffering under convulsion fits, and the unhappy 
female, who had been the immediate cause of the excitement, 
was by the agitations of the night in raving delirium. 

No warning was given of the intended assault, nor could the 
miscreants, by whom it was made, have known whether their 
missiles might not kill or wound the helpless inmates of this 
devoted dwelling. Fortunately for them, cowardice prompt- 
ed what mercy and manhood denied : after the first attack, 
the assailants paused awhile from the fear that some secret 
force was concealed in the Convent or in ambush to surprise 
them ; and in this interval the Governess was enabled to se- 
cure the retreat of her little flock and terrified sisters into the 
garden. But before this was fully effected, the rioters, find- 
ing they had nothing but women and children to contend 
against, regained their courage, and ere all the inmates could 
escape, entered the building. 

It appears that during these proceedings the Magistrate 
above referred to, with another of the Selectmen, had arrived 
and entered the Convent with the fioters, for the purpose, as 
they state, of assisting its inmates. The mob had now full 
possession of the house and loud cries were heard for torches 
or lights ; one of the Magistrates in question availed himself of 
this cry to deter the rioters from firing the buiding, by stating, 
that if lights Were brought they might be detected. 

Three or four torches which w^ere, or precisely resembled 
engine torches, were then brought up fi-om the road ; and imr 
mediately upon their arrival, the rioters proceeded into every 
room in the building, rifling every drawer, desk, and trunk, 



* Most of the membeis of this Company have been before the Committee, and deny any 
previoas knowledge ofadesign to destroy the Convent, or any participation in the riot; 
and it has been stated in the public prints that the examining Magistrates of Charleitown 
•xpreased their opinion that this Company stood AiUy acquitted of all concern in it. 
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which they found, ami breaking up and destroying all the 
furniture and casting much of it from the windows ; sacrific- 
ing in their brutal fury, costly pianofortes and harps, and 
other valuable instruments ; the little treasures of the children, 
abandoned in their hasty flight ; and even the vessels and 
symbols of Christian worship. 

After having thus ransacked every room in the building, 
they proceeded with great deliberation, about one o'clock, to 
make preparation for settmg fire to it. For this purpose 
broken furniture, books, curtains, and other combustible ma- 
terials, were placed in the centre of several of the rooms ; and, 
as if in mockery of God as well as of man, the Bible was 
cast, with shouts of exultation, upon the pile first kindled ; 
and as upon this were subsequently thrown the vestments used 
in religious service, and the ornaments of the altar, these 
shouts and yells were repeated. Nor did they cease until the 
Cross was wrenched from its place, and cast into the flames, 
as the final triumph of this fiend-like enterprise. 

But the work of destruction did not end here. Soon after 
the Convent was in flames, the rioters passed to the library, 
or Bishop's lodge, which stood near, and after throwing the 
books and pictures from the windows, a prey to those with- 
out, fired that also. 

Some time afterwards they proceeded to the farm-house, 
formerly occupied as the Convent, and first making a similar 
assault with stones and clubs upon the doors and windows, in 
order to ascertain whether they had any thing to fear firom 
persons within, the torches were deliberately applied to that 
building ; and, unwilling to leave one object connected with 
the establishment to escape their fury, although the day had 
broken, and three buildings were then in flames or reduced to 
ashes, the extensive bam, with its contents, was in like man- 
ner devoted to destruction. And not content with all this, 
they burst open the tomb of the establishment, rifled it of the 
sacred vessels there deposited, wrested the plates from the 
coffins, and exposed to view the mouldering remains of their 
tenants. 



«•* 



60 

Nor is it the least humiliating feature in this scene of cow- 
ardly and audacious violation of all that man ought to hold 
sacred and dear, that it was perpetrated in the presence of 
men vested with authority, and of multitudes of our fellow 
citizens, while not one arm was lifted in the defence of help- 
less women and children, or in vindication of the violated laws 
of God and man. The spirit of violence, sacrilege, and plun- 
der, reigned triumphant. Crime alone seemed to confer 
courage ; while humanity, manhood, and patriotism, quailed, 
or stood irresolute and confounded in its presence. 

The Committee are satisfied upon evidence before them, 
of what it would indeed be injustice to many of their fellow 
citizens to doubt, that great numbers of those present were 
indignant spectators of these scenes, and would gladly have 
aided in the defence of the Convent and arrest of the rioters, 
had any attempt been made by either of the Magistrates or 
engineers of the fire department of Charlestown who were 
present, or by an engine company, or any person having, or 
assuming to have, authority to rally them for that purpose ; 
but no voice of authority was heard, and no remonstrance, but 
that of timidity, in effect giving courage to the assailants. 

Nor has any other satisfactory account been suggested why 
the mob was not arrested in its career, by the great multi- 
tudes by which it was surrounded, than the supposition that, 
from the omission of magisterial interference, doubt and mis- 
trust existed, whether the work was not so sanctioned by pop- 
ular opinion, or the connivance oft hose in authority, that re- 
sistance would be hopeless. 

The fact that the dwelling of inoffensive females and chil- 
dren, guiltless of wrong to the persons, property, or reputa- 
tion of others, and reposing in fancied security, under the 
protection of the law, has been thus assaulted by a riotous 
mob, and ransacked, plundered and burnt to the ground, and 
its terrified inmates, in the dead hour of night, driven from 
their beds into the fields ; and that this should be done within 
the limits of one of the most populous towns in the Common- 
wealth, and in the midst of an assembled multitude of specta- 
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tors ; that the perpetrators should have been engaged for seven 
hours or more in the work of destruction, with haidly an ef- 
fort to prevent or arrest them ; that many of them should af- 
terwards be so far sheltered or protected by public sympathy 
or opinion, as to render the ordinary means of detection inef- 
fectual ; and that the sufferers are entitled to no legal redress 
from the public, for this outrage against their persons and de- 
struction of their property, is an event of fearful import, as 
well as of the profoundest shame and humiliation. 



Note. E. 

It was intended to annex a minute account of the deliberate 
mode of procedure on the part of the mob, from its com- 
mencement to the end, in the form of a note. But the pam- 
phlet has now extended to so many more pages than was ex- 
pected, that it has been considered expedient, to omit it. 
When the trials of the participators in the transaction shall 
have been completed, it is to be hoped, that an authentic nar- 
rative of the events will be prepared, that our children may 
see the dangers which spring from religious zeal and intoler- 
ance, unchecked by wise and vigorous laws. 



Note. F. 

Opinions of foreign Universities on the temporal power of the 

Pope. 

In pursuance of Mr. Pitt's suggestions, three questions were 
sent to the Universities of Sorbonne, Louvaine, Douay, Al- 
cala, and Salamanca. 

"1. Has the Pope or Cardinals, or any body of men, or 
any individual of the Church of Rome, any civil authority, 
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power, jurisdiction, or pre-eminence whatsoever, within the 
realm of England ? 

" 2. Can the Pope or Cardinals, or any body of men, or 
any individual of the Church of Rome absolve or dispense 
with his Majesty's subjects, from their oath of allegiance, upon 
any pretexts whatever ? 

"3. Is there any principle in the tenets of the Catholic 
faith, by which Catholics are justified in not keeping faith with 
heretics, or other persons differing from them in religious 
opinions, in any transactions, either of a public or a private 
nature ?" 

The Universities answered unanimously : 
^' 1 . That the Pope or Cardinals, or any body of men, or 
-any individual of the Church of Rome, has not, nor have any 
civil authority, power, jurisdiction, or pre-eminence whatso- 
ever, within the reahn of England. 

" 2. That the Pope or Cardinals, or any body of men, or 
any individual of the Church of Rome, cannot absolve or dis- 
pense with, his Majesty's subjects from their oath of alle- 
giance, upon any pretext whatsoever. 

" 3. That there is no principle in the tenets of the Cath- 
,olic faith, by which Catholics are justified in not keeping faith 
with heretics, or other persons differing from them in religious 
opinions, in any transactions, either of a public or private na- 
ture." 

The opinions of the Universities of the Sorbonne, Lou- 
vaine, and Douay, were first received, and were transmitted to 
Mr. Pitt, with the following letter : 

" Sir : The Committee of the English Catholics have the 
honor to lay before you the opinions of the Universities of 
Sorbonne, Louvaine, and Douay, which have been transmit- 
ted to us, in consequence of your desire. 

" You will, we hope, see, from these opinions, that the 
sentiments of the most famous foreign bodies perfectly coin- 
cide with those, which we had the honor of stating to you last 
year, as our firm and sincere tenets. 

*' At the same time, we. beg leave to call to your remem- 
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brance, that our opinions were fully stated to you, previously 
to the obtaining those of the foreign Universities ; and that 
they were consulted, not as the rule by which we form our 
ideas of good subjects, but as collateral proof to you, that our 
sentiments are consonant to those of the most enlightened and 
famous bodies of Catholic divines on the continent, upon 
these subjects. 

'' We have the honor to be," &c. &c. 

As soon as the other opinions were received, the Commit- 
tee transmitted them also to Mr. Pitt. 

A translation of all these answers is inserted in Mr. Butler's 
Historical Memoirs of the English^ Irish and Scottish Catholics. 

Butler^s Book of the Roman Catholic Church. 



ITie Declaration and Protestation signed by the English Catholics, in 1789. 

We, whose names are hereunto subscribed, Catholics of England, do freely, 
voluntarily, and of our own accord, make the following solemn Declaration 
and Protestation. 

Whereas, sentiments unfavorable to us, as citizens and subjects, have been 
entertained by English Protestants, on account of principles which are asserted 
to be maintained by us, and other Catholics, and which principles are dangerous 
to society, and totally repugnant to political and civil liberty ; — it is a duty 
that we, the English Catholics, owe to our country as well as to ourselves, to 
protest, in a formal and solemn manner, against doctrines that we condemn, and 
that constitute no part whatever of our principles, religion or belief. 

We are the more anxious to free ourselves from such imputations, because 
divers Protestants, who profess themselves to be real friends to liberty of con- 
science, have, nevertheless, avowed themselves hostile to tw, on account of^ 
certain opinions which we are supposed to hold. And we do not blame those 
Protestants for their hostility, if it proceeds, (as we hope it does) not from* an 
intolerant spirit in i;natters of religion, but from their being misinformed as to 
matters of fact. 

If it were true that we, the English Catholics, had adopted the maxims that 
are erroneously imputed to us, we acknowledge that we should merit the re- 
proach of being dangerous enemies to the state ; but we detest those unchris- 
tian-like and execrable maxims ; and we severally claim, in common with men 
of all other religions, as a matter of natural justice, that we, the English Catho- 
lics, ought not to suffer for or on account of any wicked or erroneous doctrines 
that may be held by any other Catholics, which we publicly disclaim, any more 
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than British Protestants ought to be rendered responsible for any dangeroas 
doctrines that maj be held by any other Protestants, which doctrines they, the 
British Protcstanta, disavow. 

First. We have been accused of holding, as a principle of our religion, that 
princes excommunicated by the Pope and Council, or by authority of the see 
of Rome, may be deposed or murdered by their subjects or other persons. 

But, so far is the above mentioned unchristian-like and abominable position 
from bemg a principle that we hold, that we reject, abhor, and detest it, and 
every part thereof, as execrable and impious : and we do solemnly declare, 
that neither the Pope, either with or without a general council, nor any pre- 
late nor any priest, nor any assembly of prelates or priests, nor any ecclesiasti- 
cal power whatever, can absolve the subjects of this realm, or any of them 
from their allegiance to King George the Third, who is, by authority of par- 
liament, the lawful king of this realm, and all the dominions thereunto belong- 
ing. 

Second. We have also been accused of holding, as a principle of our reli- 
gion, that implicit obedience is due from us to the orders and decrees of popes 
and general councils ; and that therefore if the Pope or any general council, 
should, for the good of the church, conmiand us to take up arms against gov- 
ernment, or by any means to subvert the laws and liberties of this country, or 
to exterminate persons of a diflferent persuasion from us, xve, (it is asserted by 
our accusers) hold ourselves bound to obey such orders or decrees, on pain 
of eternal fire : 

Whereas, toe positively deny that we owe any such obedience to the Pope 
and general council, or to either of them ; and we believe that no act, that is 
in itself immoral or dishonest, can ever be jusified by or under color that it is 
done either for the good of the church or in obedience to any ecclesiastical 
power whatever. We acknowledge no infallibility in the pope ; and we nei- 
ther apprehend nor believe that our disobedience to any such orders or de- 
crees (should any such be given or made) could subject us to any punishment 
whatever. And we hold and insist, that the Catholic Church has no power 
that can, directly or indirectly, prejudice the rights of Protestants, inasmuch as 
it is strictly confined to the refusing to them a participation in her sacraments 
and other religious privileges of her communion, which no church (as we eon- 
ceive) can be expected to give to those out of her pale, and which no person 
out of her pale will, we suppose, ever require. ^ 

And we do solemly declare, that no church nor any prelate, nor any priest, 
nor any assembly of prelates or priests, nor any ecclesiastical power whatever, 
hath, have, or ought to have, any jurisdiction or authority whatsoever within this 
realm, that can, directly or indirectly, affect or interfere with the independence, 
sovereignty, laws, constitution, or government thereof ; or the rights, liberties, 
persons, or properties of the people of the said realm, or of any of them, save 
only and except by the authority of parliament ; and that any such assumption 
of power would be an usurpation. 

Third. We have likewise been accused of holding, as a principle of our re- 
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ligion, that the pope, bj virtue of his spiritnal power, can dispense with the 
obligations of any compact or oath taken or entered into by a Catholic ; that, 
therefore, no oath of allegiance or other oath can bind us ; and, consequently, 
that we can give no security for our allegiance to any government. 

There can be no doubt but that the conclusion would be just, if the original 
proposition, upon which it is founded, were true ; but, we positively deny that 
we do hold any such principle. And we do solemnly declare, that neither the 
pope, nor any prelate, nor any priest, nor any assembly of prelates or priests, 
nor any ecclesiastical power whatever, can absolve t^, or any of us, from, or 
dispense with, the obligations of any compact or oath whatsoever. 

Fourth. We have also been accused of holding, as a principle of our reli- 
gion, that not only the pope, but even a Catholic priest, has power to pardon 
the sins of Catholics at his will and pleasure ; and therefore, that no Catholic 
can possibly give any security for his allegiance to any government, inasmuch 
as the pope, or any priest, can pardon perjury, rebellion and high treason. 

We acknowledge also the justice of this conclusion, if the proposition upon 
which it is founded were not totally false. But, we do solemly declare, that, 
on the contrary, we believe that no sin whatever can be forgiven at the will o^ 
any pope, or of any priest, or of any person whomsoever ; but that a sincere 
sorrow for past sin, a firm resolution to avoid future guilt, and every possible 
duty to God and the injured neighbor, are the precious and indispensable requi- 
sites to establish a well founded expectation of forgiveness. 

Fiilh. And we have also been accused of holding, as a principle of our re- 
ligion, that no faith is to be kept with heretics ; so that no government, which 
is not Catholic can have any security from us for our allegiance and peaceable 
behavior. 

The doctrine, that ** faith is not to be kept with heretics," we reject, repro- 
bate, and abhor, as being contrary to religion, morality, and common honesty ; 
and we do hold and solemnly declare, that no breach of faith, with any person 
whomsoever, can ever be justified by reason of, or under pretence, that such 
person is an heretic or an infidel. 

And we further solemnly declare, that we do make this Declaration and 
Pot6Btation, and every part thereof, in the plain and ordinary sense of the 
words of the same, without any evasion, equivocation, or mental reservation 
whatsoever. 

And we appeal to the justice and candor of our fellow-citizens, whether tM, 
the English Catholics, who thus solemly disclaim, and from our hearts abhor, 
the above-mentioned abominable and unchristian-like principles, ought to be 
put upon a level with any other men who may hold and profess those prin- 
ciples ? 

The above Declaration and Potestation was signed by one thousand seven 
hundred and forty-seven persons ; including several peers and two hundred 
and forty-one clergymen of the Catholic religion. 
9 
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foreign prince, person, prelate, state or potentate, hath, or 
ought to have, any jurisdiction, superiority, preeminence, au- 
thority, dispensing, or other powers, in any matter, civil, ec- 
clesiastical, or spiritual within this Commonwealth ?" " The 
reverse of this," the Report says, "is undoubtedly the fact." 
And then they infer that they have no other claim on our 
government, than other foreigners, who may be resident among 
us, &c. ! ! ! What will the descendants, the countrymen 
of Charles Carroll, the last surviving signer of the Declaration 
of Independence say to this, and to the language which fol- 
lows it ? Now I will venture to aver, that every Roman 
Catholic born under this government, or who has been natur- 
alized and taken the oath of allegiance to it, is as perfectly a 
subject to it, and as free from any obligation to a foreign 
power, in all matters of a civil or political nature as any Me- 
thodist or Baptist. The oath of allegiance, can properly 
regard only the relations of the citizens to the civil power ; 
and the old oath referred to in the report, was in fact, copied 
from the oath of supremacy, prescribed by several highly 
penal English statutes, to be taken by the Roman CathoUcs, 
as a condition of their remaining in the kingdom, or other in- 
dulgences, and were intended to force them within the pale of 
the established church or drive them from the kingdom. 
These statutes were the devices of Protestant persecution, 
and were strictly intended for the security of the established 
church of England. As in this country, we had no such 
church, on the contrary, set out upon the fundamental princi- 
ple, to disjoin forever, and absolutely religion from civil gov- 
ernment, that part of the oath referred to in the Report, was 
absolutely inconsistent with the rights of the citizen, as de- 
clared in another part of our Constitution. It had long been 
a subject of ridicule with lawyers and others, who understood 
its origin, and saw its absurdity, and was cast out of the Con- 
stitution on its amendment, in 1820, by an unanimous vote, 
and without debate or objection." 

" The Constitution places the religious opinions of the sub- 
ject beyond the reach of question by the civil powers, and it 
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is a violation of the constitutional rights of any individual to 
legislate in relation to such opinions, until such opinions lead 
to actions inconsistent with the public peace or safety ; and 
then legislation refers to the acts and not to the opinions. 
Now I should be glad to learn from those gentlemen, whoever 
they are, who deal in positive assertions without proof, what 
occasion the Roman Catholics have furnished by their con- 
duct in this country, to justify the persecutions, under which 
they are now suffering, or to authorise the suggestions, that 
their tenets are dangerous or unfriendly to free institutions. 
Let us not take retrograde steps in the progress of intelligence 
and liberality, which are supposed to belong to the age. It 
seems to me, that it will fix an indelible disgrace upon this 
state, after the sympatliy uniformly expressed by all our pub- 
lic writers and speakers, for the disabilities and intolerance 
under which the EngUsh, Irish and Scotch Catholics have 
been groaning for centuries. After having invited them to 
this land of toleration and freedom, in all the fourth of July 
orations and other patriotic declarations for the last thirty 
years, after having just seen them restored to their rights 
and privileges in Great Britain by the progress of Hberal sen- 
timents, and by the efforts of the liberal and highminded, of 
such men as Wyndham, Pitt, Fox, Burke, Canning, &c. 
continued for a long series of years, it is painful to see the 
Legislature of Massachusetts affording to the world evidence, 
that bigotry, prejudice, and intolerance, have not given up their 
dominion over their reason. I mean to speak with respect and 
to offer the views of an humble individual. I cannot partake 
in the sort of panic fears, which seems to pervade the popular 
mmd, as it regards the prevalence of the Catholic faith. I look 
to the practical effect of men's religion, and in reference to 
this test, I can see nothing unfavorable to the Catholics in the 
comparison. I hold, that I have no right to sit in judgment 
upon the religious opinions of others, for any other purpose 
than the regulation of my own. " Judge not lest ye be 
judged." 

" For modes of faith let graceless zealots fight," 
** His can't be wrong, whose life is in the right.'* 
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'* The Catholics undoubtedly are under the influence of 
Rorae in matters of faith and discipline. In other words, so 
long as a man is a Catholic, he owes obedience in matters of 
faith to the acknowledged head of that church. He can quit 
that faith whenever his understanding and conscience demand 
it ; and in the mean time, the obedience and subjection which 
he owes to the law and constitution is complete. He gives 
to Caesar the things that are Caesar's and to God and his 
church what belong to them. And is not this the condition 
of every other sect in our country ? What is the difference 
to this State, whether the faith and discipline of a Sect, comes 
from the head of the church in Rome — from a general Con- 
vention in Philadelphia — a general Conference at Cincinnati, 
or a Synod any where else ? Our bill of rights disclaims any 
interference. I challenge any man to show that the Roman 
Cathohc sect from any avowed tenet of their faith or disci- 
pline, is more dangerous, or inconsistent with our political in- 
stitutions, than any other. I say avowed tenets, because 
there are many imputed to them by designing or ignorant 
writers, which have been disavowed and proved to be un- 
founded in Great Britain, as well as here, over and over again. 
I should be glad to hear, what danger is to arise from the as- 
cendancy of the Catholics in this State, or country, (a most 
improbable event) , which is not common to any and every 
other sect. Let us have the modus operandi^ the manner 
distinctly pointed out step by step. There are sects among 
us, many times exceeding the Catholics in number, as well 
organized as they are. Are the individuals comprising them 
differently made by the Creator ? Have they not the same 
passions, the same love of power, as much bigotry, as much 
zeal and as much ambition ? Let thfe enemies of the Catho- 
lics fairly point out the tenets, the principles, or practices 
that are more unfriendly to free institutions, than those of 
many leading protestant sects. When they come to a manly 
argument on this subject, I imagine they would find the 
ground, on which they now attempt to stand giving way be- 
neath them." 
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Note. 8. 

The Committee on Benedict Fenwick and others' petition, 
reported the following Resolves relating to the destruction 
of the Ursuline Convent at Mount Benedict. 

Resolved, That the Government of this Commonwealth is exclusively a 
government of Laws, upon the maintenance of which depends the security of 
life, liberty and property ; and that all attempts to violate those laws by the 
forcible interposition of the popular will, are destructive of that security, and 
subversive of the first principles of our institution. 

Resolved, That the right of private opinion, whether in morals, politics or 
religion, is one of the dearest and most sacred rights of the citizens, secured to 
him by the Constitution ; and that no interference with the legitimate exercise 
of that right ought ever to be tolerated. 

And whereas it has been made to appear, that the Convent of the Ursuline 
Community, situated upon Mount Benedict, in the town of Charlestown, was, 
with all its appendages, on the night of the eleventh of Angust last, destroy- 
ed by a lawless and ferocious mob, in defiance of the civil authority, and in 
open violation of the majesty of the Laws ; and whereas, there is reason to 
believe, that said outrage was committed under an excitement, generated and 
influenced by a pervading hostility to the religious faith of the occupants of 
said Convent. 

Resolved, That this Legislature feels itself bound in support of the Constitu- 
tion, and in vindication of the honor of the Commonwealth, to declare its 
deliberate and indignant condemnation of such an attrocious infraction of the 
laws, and such a bold assault upon the principles of religious freedom. 

Resolved, That although the petitioners cannot claim of the Government, 
as a matter of right, an indemnity for their losses ; yet in order to give force 
and eflfect to the declaration aforesaid^ and to do what yet may be done to 
soflen the reproach which rests upon the character of the State, by reason of 

the aforesaid outrage, a gratuity of dollars be made to the Trustees of 

said Ursuline Convent, and that the Governor be authorised to draw his 
warrant therefor. 

The following is a list of the yeas and nays, in the House of Representa- 
tives, on the motion of Mr. Foster, to strike out the Resolution proposing a 
grant to the trustees of the Uusuline Convent : 

YEAS. 

Suffolk. Boston— B. Dodd, W. T. Eustis, A. H. Everett, B. Fiske, N. 
Gumey, S. D. Harris, N. Hammond, T. Hunting, J. M. Leavitt, J. Means, J. 
Ridgway, D. Saflford, A. Swallow, Chelsea, F. B. Fay. 

Essex. T. Weed, A. Abbott, S. Holt, B. Jenkins, J. Conant, S. Nourse, 
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N. Ronndj, J. Safford, M. Domnm, >., F. JohoMn, H. Cook, A. Lmil, J. F. 
Perry, E. Patnam, J. BUtchford, J. Cutler, A. Day, J. Harris, T. Herrick, J. 
Wonson, D. SaTille, W. Brown, J. Smith, L. Wliittier, S. Pearsoo, J. Hewes, 
B. Leach, 3d., EL Crowninshield, J. Goodwin, R Lindsey, J. S. Rhodes, S. 
H. Harris, A. Bachelder, D. Adams, 3d., W. Corner, jr., P. Periey, C. H. 
Balch, T. Coffin, jr., S. H. Currier, W. Davis, T. Gage, J. KimbaD, E. Smith, 
H. J. Reed, N. Frothingham, W. Mansfield, W. PiOfrey, jr., D. Roberts, J. 
B. Winchester, H. M. Brown, J. Cheeyer, J. Towne, jr., J, Porter, S. Cair, 
E. Fmery. 
Middlesex. F. Tattle, W. J*age, M. Crosby, jr., G. Uvermore, J. Reed, 

B. Bigelow, U Brooks, L. Farwell, E. W. Metcalf, C. Heald, E. Cutter, T, 
Fletcher, D. Fosdick, E. P. M'Intyre, J. Sweetser, B. Thompson, L. Tuner, 
A. Spaolding, A. Whitney, C. Blood, jr., L. Hamblet, I. Gleason, M. Edgell, 
T. Blood, J. Boynton, E. Ballard, N. Phipps, S. B. Walcott, J. Malliken, jr., 
P. Russell, C.Wheeler, A. Priest, A. W. Bnttrick, J. Chandler, W. Davidson, 
A. Holden, J. Mixer, A. Smith, J. Tyler, B. Walker. S. T. Backlin, E. lUce, 
T. Getting, F. A. Kendall, J. Fuller, B. F. Woodward, W. Bnttrick, B. Par- 
ker, jr., T. Wakefield, jr., I. Longley, J. Butler, L. Eaton, P. Hay, J. Gates, 
J. Whitcomb, W. Brigham, E. Davis, Davis, C. Batterfield, L Robbins, J. 
Prescott, A. Cobum. 

Worcester. S. Lee, G. Raggles, J. Park, C. Wheeler, W. Cotton, L. 
Abbott, J. Tucker, N. Johnson, E. Wood, A. A. Wallis, H. H. Davis, W. 
Hancock, L. Farwell, L Putnam, T. Heywood, L. Leland, T. Read, S. Wood, 

C. Haskell, C. Chaffin, P. Davis, jr. J. G. Carter, J. Wilder, C. Gates, C. 
Hatch, J. Legg, O. Woods, R. Thayer, J. Griggs, A. Wood, J. Bowdom, J. 
Davis, E. Forbes, W. Crawford, T. Goddard, J. Whitney, R. Morse, A. Sher- 
win, J. Adams, jr., J. Parker, A. Mason, M. Sawyer. S. Cole, S. Taylor, T. 
Merrick, B. Wood, J. Day, S. Reed, M. G. Pratt, P. Gleason, C. Tnckee, M. 
Spanlding, W. Brown, T. Chamberlin, A. D. Foster, J. W. Lincoln, S. B. 
Thomas, S. Sawyer, 2d. 

Hampshire. E. Boltwood, R. Roberts, J. Olds, J. W. Briggs, E. Claric, 
J. Janes, S. Ayres, J. F. Sears, W. Hubbard, D. Root, A. Strong, S. Strong, 
S. Stooddard, jr., A. Clap, W. Cook, D. Abbott, E. Smith, W. S. Rogers, 
E. Judd, J. Osborne, jr., T. Wilder, W. Ward, T. Meekins, W. Smith, E. 
Hubbard. 

Hampden, M. Boise, A. Brown, N. Cooley, O. Bliss, T. Sikes, O. 
McKmstry, O. Parks, C. Knox, W. H. Bowdoin, E. Steer, J. Brovni, W. 
Child, O. Chapin, E. Goodman, W. Southworth, W. Warriner, R. Harrison, 
C. Pease, H. Day, H. Miller, S. Parsons, S. Stebbins. 

Franklin. J. Smith, J. Taylor, J. Allen, A. Shepard, J. Field, J. John^ 
son, J. Wilson, C. E. Billings, D. Steams, E. Hoyt, S. Whitney, H. Purple, 
R. Hastings, M. Smith, L. Gale, H. Newcorab, jr., E. S. Darling, J. M. Dick- 
enson, T. Mason, H. Woodward, S. H. Reed, L Arms, W. Rajrmond, L. 
Wheelock, A. Sawyet, L. Clark. 

Berkshire. S. B. Brown, D. Jenks, G. A. Lapham, L. Northup, H. 
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Ma»h, H. Loap, D. N. Warner, R. A. Gibbs, N. Tremain, jr., A. G. Welsh, 
J. Yale, M. Smith, W. Strickland, E. Rockwell, J. L. Pluramer, J. Smith, S. 
Babbitt, D. Mason, M. Hendrix, R. Hume. 

Norfolk. S. Metcalf, I. Dyer, M. Thayer, J. Blackman, M. Shaller, D. 
Covell, J. Endicott, J. Morse, H. Hobart, I^. C. Saunders, P. Daniels, J. 
Haughton, T. Kingsbury, H. Field, E. Glover, T. Taylor, H. B. Alden, D. 
Blanchard, J. Spear, jr., C. Cowing, N. Curtis, I. Davis, S. Guild, J. Fierce, 
M. Wales, J. B. HoUis, L. Humphrey, J. Pratt, L. Tirrell, J. Fuller, D. 
Shepard. 

Bristol. D. E. Holman, H. S. Packard, D. Hathaway, N. Walker, E. 
Howard, P. R. Bennet, J. B. French, A. Mason, E. Pearce, M. H. Ruggle, G. 
Pickens, S. Shepard, J. Crane, C. Leonard, W. Kent, G. Robinson, C. Gray, 
W. Luther, G. Austin, J. Cornell, J. W. Grossman, L. Leonard, 2d., A. Pres- 
bury, G. Walker, E. Walker, J. Davis. 

Plymouth. J. Bates, J. Gushing, M. Pool, S. Leonard, jr., G. B. Weston, 

F. Kingman, J. Thompson, T. J. Gardiner, M. Fearmg, Z. Hereey, T. Loring, 
J. W. Sivret, S. Drew, E. P. Little, A. Benson, A. Haskins, E. Pierce, S. 
Thompson, L. Kingman, J. Perkins, S. Whitman, S. Harlow, W. P. Ripley, 
J. T. Ellis, Z. M. Barstow, T. King, P. Jenkins, S. Bourne, E. Ames. 

Barnstable. D. Hinkley, N. Hinkley, Z. Weeks^ A. P. Clark, J. Nick- 
erson, F. Nickerson, S. Crowell, O. Howes, J. Nickerson, D. C. Atwood, W. 
M. Parker, S. Eldridge, 2d.. J. Long, E. Cole, E. Hopkins, J.Atkins, R. Free- 
man, A. Nye, E. L. Davis, J. Small, A. Atwood, T. Holbrook, 2d., D. A. Akin, 
O. Hallet. 

Dukes. E. Mayhew, T. Dagget, L. Thaxter, D. Look. 

Nantucket. J. C. Briggs, T. CoflSn, W. R. Easton, S. Pinkham. 

NAYS. 

Suffolk. Boston — J.Barry, G.Blake, J. Boyd, E. Brooks, N. Brooks, 
Z. Cook, jr., J. Dimmock, S. Dorr, E. Dyer, S. Fairbanks, L. Faulkner, H. 
Famam, J. S. Hastings, J. Knapp, C. Leighton, C. Lincoln, W. Lewis, jr., T. 
Minns, T. Motley, G. W. Otb, T. Parsons, O. W. B. Peabody, H. Rice, H. 

G. Rice, T. Richardson, J. Richardson, S. W. Robmson, B. Russell, N. Sea- 
ver, \T. J. Shelton, W. Sturgis, B. Stevens, R. C. Winthrop, I. Waters. F. 
O. Watts. 

Essex. W. S. Balch, R. Rantool, J. G. Whittier, J. Farley, J. Merrill, £. 
Mosely, G. H. Devereux. 

Middlesex. J. Hayward, R. Smith, C. Forster, S. Barrett, W. Wyman. 

Worcester. J. Marcy, P. Belknap, A. Lee, J. Howe, T. Kinnieut. 

Hampden. F. Foster. B. Leonard. 

Berkshire. R. Campbell. 

Norfolk. J. Dorr, D. A. Simmons, T. Clark. 

Bristol. F. Baylies. 

Plymouth. J. Smith. 

Nantucket. D. Baxter. 

10 
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Tlic following Dieuibers who came iii aAer the call, were permitted to record 
their votes, viz : 

NAYS. S. Aspinwall, J. T. Adams, H. W. Kinsman, E. H. Robbins, L. 
Brigham, of Boston ; W. Thomas, of Plymouth ; C. A. Andrews, of Salem. 

YEAS. G. Hodges, W. Johnson, jr., J. Preston, J. Currier, 2d., P. S. 
Burdett, L. Doane, L. Bemis, S. C. Buel, T. A. Greene, J. Ford, jr., C. A. 
Church. 

The Resolves finally passed were as follows : 

Resolved, That the government of this Commonwealth is exclusively a gov- 
ernment of Laws, upon the maintenance of which depends the security of life, 
liberty, and property ; and that, all attempts to violate those laws by the forci- 
ble interposition of the popular will, are destructive of that security, and sub- 
versive of the first principles of our institutions. 

And whereas, it has been made to appear, that the Convent of the URSU- 
LINE COMMUNITY, situated upon Mount Benedict, in the town of Charles- 
town, was, with all its appendages, on the night of the eleventh of August last, 
destroyed by a lawless and ferocious mob, in defiance of the civil authority, 
and in open violation of the majesty of the laws — 

Resolved, That this Legislature feels itself bound, in support of the Consti- 
tution, and in vindication of the honor of the Commonwealth, to declare its 
deliberate and indignant condemnation of such an atrocious infraction of the 
Laws. 

House of Representatives, March 12, 1835. Passed. 

Sent up for concurrence. 

JULIUS ROCKWELL, Speaker. 

hi Senate, March 17, 1835. Passed. 

GEO. BLISS, President pro tern. 



Approved March 18, 1835. 



SAMUEL T. ARMSTRONG. 



A true copy. Attest, EDWARD D. BANGS, 

Secretary of the Commonwealih. 

This declaration of the Legislature will undoubtedly be 
considered by many as a sufficient vindication of the honor of 
the State, and will, in their opinion, deter its loyal subjects 
from further infraction on the laws. We might save the ex- 
pense of criminal courts, if they would extend their wordy 
indignation to all lesser crimes and misdemeanors. After 
these resolutions, no one will doubt that " the Commonwealth 
is exclusively a government of laws," and few, before the pas- 
sage of these resolutions, would have denied the statement 
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therein, " that all attempts to violate those laws, by the for- 
cible interposition of the popular will, are destructive of their 
security, and subversive of the first principles of our institu- 
tions." In fact, the resolutions contain nothing but political 
axioms or established facts, known by all and admitted by 
all, with this exception, that the "Legislature feels itself 
bound in support of the Constitution, and in vindication of 
the honor of the Commonwealth, to declare its deliberate and 
indignant condemnation of such an infraction of the laws"! ! ! 
It vindicates the honor of Massachusetts, and supports its 
sacred honor, by telling the world, that it does not sanction 
this defiance of its authority, or this open violation of its laws, 
and then sleeps upon the assertion, as if a mighty work was 
accomplished, — an important triumph achieved. It reminds 
one of the anecdote told of a gentleman, who lacked courage 
more than words, upon being insulted by another, gravely in- 
formed him to consider himself knocked down. 

These resolves that now adorn the statute book, will perhaps 
vindicate the honor of the State, but whatever our hopes may 
be upon this matter, we cannot flatter ourselves that they will 
deter the same individuals from another infraction of the laws, 
equally outrageous, as soon as sufficient booty can be collect- 
ed. We thought that the public mind was getting into a more 
healthy state upon this subject, but certain indications of still 
greater intolerance exist. What the result may be, we dread 
to anticipate. 
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